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Salama Moussa's Philosophy of Art
Dr. Muhannad Ali Na'ma Ibrahim

Research Summary

Salama Moussa did not offer anything new in his Enlightenment thought.
Rather, his thought was based on subservience to the West and its complete
Imitation. His negative stance towards religion and his rejection of it were
significant reasons for the increase in his opponents and enemies, and the failure
of his reform project. However, Salama Moussa's greatest contribution was in
literature, which he saw as a message for addressing societal problems by
proposing appropriate solutions to achieve goodness, happiness, and prosperity.
He criticized Egyptian literature in particular for imitating classical Arabic
literature, forgetting that Egypt is part of the Arab and Islamic nation. Therefore,
he advocated for colloquial Arabic instead of classical Arabic, which he
believed was the foundation of Arab nationalism. He believed that freedom is
the basis of progressive human civilization and that any infringement upon it
hinders human progress and advancement. However, we see the opposite, as
humanity faces wars, famines, tyranny, and destruction in all aspects of life. He
also called for the absolute liberation of women from all social constraints, so
that they would be equal to men and partners in all areas of social, political,
economic, and educational life.

Keywords: art, philosophy, thought, Arabic
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