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Abstract
This study examines istighfar (seeking divine forgiveness) as a devotional act
that unites verbal remembrance with inward contrition. It clarifies the concept
linguistically and technically and inductively maps four Qur’anic bases for
istighfar: repentance from sin and shirk; its usage as a metonym for prayer; its
literal sense as requesting forgiveness; and, in some exegetical readings, its
association with entering Islam. The paper then outlines key outcomes: divine
commendation of those who seek forgiveness—especially at pre-dawn hours—its
role as a cause of mercy, a deterrent to punishment, and a means of increased
provision, as well as its embodiment in the lives of the prophets.
Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in
textual induction and comparative exegesis, with careful term discipline, defined
scope, and a clear structure. This integrated framework refines practical
understanding of istighfar and ties it to Qur’anic guidance for personal and
communal conduct .
Keywords: Istighfar; repentance; Qur’anic studies; divine causality; night vigil,
mercy; provision; prophetic praxis.
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