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The relationship between school affiliation and academic achievement among
middle school students

Saif Mohammed Al-Shammari
Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the relationship between school belonging and
academic achievement among preparatory school students in Baghdad. A
correlational descriptive design was employed, using a researcher-developed scale
to assess school belonging among a stratified random sample of 248 students from
three preparatory schools, while academic achievement data were collected from
official records in core subjects (Arabic, Mathematics, and Science). Results
indicated a moderate level of school belonging (M = 3.42, SD = 0.68) and a good
level of academic achievement (M = 72.6, SD = 11.3). Pearson correlation
revealed a statistically significant positive relationship between the two variables (r
= 0.41, p < 0.001), suggesting that higher school belonging is associated with
better academic performance. Independent samples t-test showed significant
gender differences favoring females in both variables. Simple linear regression
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confirmed that school belonging alone explained 17% of the variance in academic
achievement (R? = 0.17, B = 0.41, p < 0.001). These findings align with Self-
Determination Theory (Deci & Ryan, 1985) and Social Capital Theory (Coleman,
1988), underscoring that fulfilling the psychological need for belonging supports
academic outcomes, particularly during early adolescence—a period marked by
identity and emotional fluctuations. Recommendations include fostering supportive
school climates, training teachers in positive relationship-building, and
implementing gender-sensitive interventions, especially for male students.

Keywords: School belonging, Academic achievement, Preparatory stage,
Motivation, School climate.
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