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Sufism in the Mamluk Era and its Impact on Egyptian and Levantine Society:
An Analytical Study
Dr. Adnan Abbas Shaker
Sunni Endowment Office/Department of Religious Education
Abstract:
The Mamluk era witnessed the spread of Sufism among the various classes of
Mamluk society at the time, both in Egypt and the Levant. This was due to several
factors, including the fall of Baghdad, the capital of the Islamic Caliphate, the
Mongol conquest of the Muslim world, and the inaction of many Muslim leaders.
Consequently, many ascetics retreated to Sufism in their secluded retreats.
Furthermore, the Mamluk sultans significantly supported Sufis for political
purposes, as Sufism was generally considered apolitical and apolitical. This
granted Sufis and Sufism complete freedom of action, which led to the spread of
ideas foreign to Sufism and the emergence of deviant interpretations of Islam,
Sufism, and society.
Keywords: Sufism, Egypt, Levant, Mamluks
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