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Tunisian-Italian Relations (1960-2000): An Analytical Historical Study

Dr. Marwa Zuhair Ali Al-Nahhas

University of Hamdaniya / College of Education for Humanities / Department of
History

Abstract:
This research aims to examine the general framework of Tunisian—Italian
relations between 1960 and 2000, through an analysis of their historical and
political background, the legal and institutional frameworks, and the key factors
shaping their development. The study also highlights the main fields of
cooperation between the two countries, both in the economic and commercial
sphere and in the cultural and social domain, while addressing the challenges
and difficulties that accompanied this trajectory. Findings reveal that Tunisian—
Italian relations were not merely a product of independence, but rather an
extension of a long history of human and cultural interaction, reinforced by a
large Italian community in Tunisia since the nineteenth century and by the
growing Tunisian migration to Italy from the 1970s onwards. The economy
stood as the central pillar of bilateral ties, through trade exchanges, industrial
investments, and the gas pipeline crossing Tunisia to Europe. At the same time,
cultural and social cooperation played an essential role in building strong human
bridges, although challenged by issues of integration and irregular migration.
Keywords: Tunisia, Italy, cooperation, Mediterranean, migration.
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