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Abstract

This study examines the temporal semantics of Quranic verb forms and how
they shape exegetical decisions. It distinguishes tense, aspect, and mood, then
proposes a coding framework that jointly reads verbal form with its particles
(May, will/will, did not/will not/when, the defective verb “was”), the conjunctions
(then/then/and), and the contextual clues (when/if/the state). Applying the
framework to Strat al-Nahl and Sarat al-Kahf shows in al-Nahl, the past-for-
future signals certainty ¢4 e ), while the present often encodes
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habitual/ongoing legislation and divine favors ¢...aSéed | el &) o). In al-Kahf,
the narrative present creates vivid scenes ¢...0905 ...owaddl s 5i9), "will" marks
have anticipated disputation ¢Gsi st} and "was" builds explanatory background
foiasa ol gl S9). The study formulates operational rules: read form with its
particle and context before morphological default; avoid imposing chronology on
"and"; treat "when" as often ranking (not merely temporal) when signaled by
context; take "may" with the past as achievement by default and with the present
as expectation/attenuation depending on discourse. The framework is portable to
other sitiras and can stabilize exegetical preferences by aligning them with
Quranic usage patterns.

Keywords: temporal semantics; verb forms; tense—aspect-mood; Quranic
particles; kana backgrounding; past-for-future; narrative present; discourse
connectors; An-Nahl; Al-Kahf; exegesis.
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