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Abstract

It is well established among literary scholars that the environment exerts a
profound influence on literary production, serving as one of the key factors
actively shaping both poetry and prose. This influence operates in two
directions: one that refines and elevates literature toward artistic excellence, and
another that diminishes its quality, rendering it a superficial form that bears only
the name of literature without its true essence. A close examination of the
history of Arabic literature reveals noticeable transformations in literary output
from one era to another. Poetic production during the early Islamic period, for
example, differed significantly from that of the pre-Islamic age. Likewise,
poetry in the Umayyad period underwent marked changes under the influence of
environmental conditions. Every scholar examining the evolution of Arabic
poetry must therefore consider these environmental factors, as they contributed
to shaping distinct poetic traditions associated with various regions—such as Al-
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Hijaz, Al-Sham (Syria), Al-Madina, and Iraq. With the decline of the Umayyad
period and the emergence of the Abbasid era, elements of renewal and new
cultural influences began to penetrate literature in general and poetry in
particular. The luxurious lifestyle enjoyed by many poets at that time was
clearly reflected in their poetic works through their style, diction, imagery, and
themes. Thus, successive literary ages continued to manifest the enduring
interaction between environment and artistic creativity. The present study,
therefore, seeks to examine the influence of environmental factors on love
poetry in the Umayyad era.

Keywords: (spinning, Levant environment, Hijaz environment, Iraqi
environment).
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