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Abstract
The May 1941 movement represented the national feeling in Iraq, after the
mobilization of Iraqi national feelings by the British provocation of those
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feelings, with the help of the Iragi government starting with the guardian Abdul-
Ilah who was leading the country with naivety and arrogance, relying on the use
of forces against the national forces at that time, and by mobilizing the army and
the people who supported the leaders of the national movement despite the lack
of equipment and numbers and the lack of good training for the Iraqi armed
forces, as the lIraqgi forces faced the British forces that were superior to them in
armament and training, despite the exposure of the Iragi forces by intelligence
and the knowledge of the British forces of all the secrets of the Iraqgi army and its
capabilities and military potential and its mobilization plans and the
characteristics of its weapons, the main source of which was British factories,
despite all that knowledge, the army stood and was supported by the national and
popular forces represented by the people, social associations and tribes, especially
those who carried the national feeling against the colonizer. Despite the military
failure of the movement for the reasons we have explained, Irag, represented by
its army and people, showed that it was no longer an easy target for the colonizer
and the subservient government that oppressed the lIragis, and whose most
prominent figures were agents of British colonialism, especially the guardian
Abdul Illah, Nuri al-Said, and Salih Jabr, who served British colonialism at the
expense of their people, and simply to impose and dominate the reins of power.
One of the most prominent results of the May 1941 movement was the negative
Arab positions, especially the position of the Emirate of Jordan and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, which supported Britain, especially Jordan, because the King of
Jordan is related to the family that ruled Irag with the support of Britain, in
addition to the position of the United States of America, which is the main pillar
in the Allied bloc against the Axis powers in World War Il.

Despite all this military failure, the May 1941 movement remains a shining sign
in the history of Iragi national sentiment, which always tends towards freedom
and liberation from the colonial restrictions that colonialism sought to bind it
with, such as the Iraqi-British Treaty of 1930 and the Baghdad Pact of 1955.
Keywords: Rashid Ali al-Kilani, May Revolution, British Army, Kingdom of
Iraq
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