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Abstract:

This study aims to assess the extent of authoritarian thinking among students of the Chem-
istry Department at the College of Education for Pure Sciences / Ibn Al-Haytham, as it rep-
resents one of the cognitive indicators influencing the formation of academic and social atti-
tudes among students. The researcher adopted a descriptive approach, using an authoritarian
thinking scale as the measurement tool, applied to a sample of 200 male and female students.
Statistical analysis revealed that the students” mean score was 15.8, which is lower than the
hypothetical mean of the scale (17), with a standard deviation of 4.2. The calculated t-value
was 4.04, which exceeds the tabulated value of 1.65 at a degree of freedom of 199 and a signif-
icance level of 0.05. This indicates a noticeable decline in the level of authoritarian thinking
among students. This result may be attributed to an educational and social environment that
encourages open-mindedness, dialogue, and respect for intellectual diversity. The findings
show that authoritarian thinking is not a predominant trait among the study sample, which
opens the door to further strengthening this orientation through curriculum development, the
adoption of interactive teaching strategies, and the integration of critical thinking skills into
university contexts. The study also recommends expanding the research to include other disci-
plines and universities, and linking authoritarian thinking with psychological and educational
variables for a deeper understanding of this cognitive pattern.

Keywords: Authoritarian thinking, university students, Chemistry Department.
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