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Abstract

This study aims to examine the resistance to peaceful coexistence in Iraq after
the events of 2003, a period marked by profound political, security, and social
transformations following the fall of the former regime and the beginning of a
new phase in building the modern Iraqi state .The study highlights that peaceful
coexistence in lIraq faced a series of structural, intellectual, and political
challenges and resistances that hindered the achievement of sustainable social
harmony. The most prominent of these resistances are: political sectarianism,
which became entrenched in the structure of the political system after 2003, and
the subsequent distribution of power and wealth along sectarian and ethnic lines.
Also, the extremist religious discourse fueled societal divisions and contributed
to the emergence of extremist groups such as Al-Qaeda and then ISIS,
deepening the rifts among Iragi communities In addition to the collective
memory burdened by violence and war, which has made it difficult to inculcate
a culture of tolerance and acceptance of others in the popular consciousness, the
study also identified positive signs indicating the possibility of promoting
peaceful coexistence. These include: growing civic awareness among young
people calling for a state of citizenship, free from narrow affiliations, and
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academic, religious, and media efforts seeking to spread a culture of dialogue
and reconciliation .The study concludes that achieving peaceful coexistence in
Irag requires genuine political will to reform the structure of the political system
and launch educational and cultural programs aimed at building a unified
national identity and promoting social justice and equality in rights and duties.

Keywords: Foundations, Peaceful Coexistence, Iraq, Events of 2003
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(*) United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). “Social Cohesion and Peacebuilding
in Iraq 2020-2024.” UNDP Iraq Report, 2021.
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