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Abstract:

Maritime transport of goods is a cornerstone of international trade, with the carrier bearing
significant responsibilities for ensuring cargo safety. This study examines the mechanisms for
exonerating the maritime carrier from liability in contracts for the carriage of goods through
a comparative analysis of Iragi and Iranian laws and international conventions (Brussels 1924,
Hamburg 1978, Rotterdam 2008). It highlights that the Rotterdam Convention provides a
flexible and comprehensive legal framework balancing the interests of carriers and shippers,
whereas Iraqgi law lacks specific maritime provisions, relying on general civil principles.
Conversely, Iranian law offers clearer provisions but requires updates to align with
international developments.then the main question js : what is exclusion means Of maritme
carrier liability ?The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to examine and
compare legal texts with international standards. It addresses exoneration mechanisms such
as force majeure, fortuitous events, shipper’s fault, and third-party intervention, revealing
variations in their application across legal systems. The findings indicate that the Rotterdam
Convention excels in transparency and inclusivity, while Iragi and Iranian legislations need
reforms to align with global standards. The study proposes amendments to national laws,
including provisions for multimodal transport and cargo condition documentation, to
enhance transparency and fairness in contractual relationships.
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