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The grammatical obligation in the notebook
on the techniques of grammar and morphology
by Abu al-Fida Imad al-Din (d. 732 AH)
Abstract:

This research aims to study the phenomenon of grammatical obligation as it appears in
the book “Al-Kanash fi Fani al-Nahw wa al-Murf” by Abu al-Fida’ Imad al-Din Ismail ibn Ali
al-Ayyubi (d. 732 AH). This book is one of the least studied and researched works despite its
scholarly value in the Arabic linguistic heritage. The study addresses the concept of grammatical
obligation and its manifestations, examining the instances in which the author stipulated the
obligation of a particular construction or structure, and interpreting the motives for this obliga-
tion in terms of the grammatical criteria and contexts on which it was based. The analytical and
descriptive approach was adopted, based on tracing texts, classifying instances of grammatical
obligation, and analyzing them in light of grammatical and morphological criteria. The study
concludes that Abu al-Fida’ employed grammatical obligation in a systematic manner that re-
flects his influence by previous grammatical schools, especially the Basra school, with some
distinctions in application and justification. His use of grammatical obligation also demonstrates
a keen awareness of the nature of language and its structural mechanisms. This work contributes
to revealing the book’s characteristics and its place in the medieval Arabic grammar corpus.

Keywords: grammatical obligation, notebook, grammar, morphology, Abu al-Fida’
Imad al-Din (d. 732 AH) .
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1986 CE.

* On Linguistics, by Ghazi Mukhtar Tulay-
mat, Dar Talas for Studies, Translation, and
Publishing, second edition, Damascus, 2000
CE.

* Fayd al-Qadir: Commentary on al-Jami’al-
Saghir, by Abd al-Ra’uf al-Manawi, al-Makta-
ba al-Tijariyyah al-Kubra, first edition, Egypt,
1356 AH. * Al-Qamus Al-Muhit, by Majd al-
Din Muhammad ibn Ya’qub al-Fayruzabadi,
introduced and annotated by Abu al-Wafa Nasr
al-Hawri, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, first edi-
tion, Beirut, 1425 AH / 2004 CE.

* The grammatical and morphological de-
cisions of the Arabic Language Academy in
Cairo: compilation, study, and evaluation up
to the end of the sixty-first session (1415 AH),
by Khalid ibn Saud ibn Faris al-Usaymi, Dar
al-Tadmuriyyah, second edition, Riyadh, 1430
AH /2009 CE.

* The rules and applications of substitution
and vowelization, by Abd al-Sami’ Shabana,
Ph.D., fifth edition, Ph.D., 1409 AH.

* Al-Kamil fi al-Lughah wa al-Adab, by
Muhammad ibn Yazid Abu al-Abbas al-Nahwi
al-Mubarrad, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, Bei-
rut, 1416 AH / 1996 CE. » The Book of Verbs,
Ali 1ibn Ja’far ibn Ali al-Sa’di al-Siqilli Abu
al-Qasim, edited by Ibrahim Shams al-Din,
Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, first edition, Beirut,
1424 AH / 2003 CE.

* The Book of Verbs, Muhammad ibn Umar
ibn Abd al-Aziz al-Andalusi Abu Bakr Ibn
al-Qutiyyah, edited by Ibrahim Shams al-Din,
Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, first edition, Beirut,
1424 AH / 2003 CE.

* The Book of Proverbs in the Prophetic
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* Al-Fawakih al-Dawani on the Epistle of
Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani (died 386 AH), by
Ahmad ibn Ghanim ibn Salim ibn Muhanna al-
Azhari al-Maliki, edited by Abd al-Warith Mu-
hammad Ali, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, first
edition, Beirut, 1418 AH / 1997 CE.

* On Arabic Grammar: Criticism and Guid-
ance, by Mahdi al-Makhzoumi, Dar al-Ra’id
al-Arabi, second edition, Beirut, 1406 AH /
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Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, d.s.

 Kashf al-Zunun ‘an Asi’ al-Kutub wa al-
Funun, Mustafa ibn ‘Abdullah al-Qastantini
al-Rumi al-Hanafi, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah,
Beirut, 1413 AH / 1992 AD.

» Kashf al-Mushkil min Hadith al-Sahi-
hayn, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn Muham-
mad ibn al-Jawzi Abu al-Faraj, edited by ‘Ali
Husayn al-Bawwab, Dar al-Watan, first edi-
tion, Riyadh, 1418 AH / 1997 AD.

» Kifayat al-Ma’ani fi Huruf al-Ma’ani,
‘Abd al-Kurdi al-Baytoshi, explained and ed-
ited by Shafi’ Burhani, Dar Iqra’, first edition,
Damascus, 1426 AH / 2005 AD. < Al-Kulli-
yyat, by Ayoub ibn Musa al-Husayni al-Kafu-
mi Abu al-Baqa, edited by Adnan Darwish and
Muhammad al-Masri, Al-Risala Foundation,
second edition, Beirut, 1419 AH / 1998 CE.

* Al-Kanash fi Fanani wa al-Murf, by Is-
mail ibn al-Afdal Imad al-Din, known as Sahib
Hamah, edited by Riyad ibn Hasan al-Kha-
wam, Al-Asriya Library, Beirut, 1425 AH /
2004 CE.

* Kanz al-Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa
al-Af’al, by Alaa al-Din Ali al-Muttaqi ibn
Hussam al-Din al-Hindi, edited by Mahmoud
Omar al-Damiati, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah,
first edition, Beirut, 1419 AH / 1998 CE.

* Al-Kunya wa al-Asma’, by Muhammad
ibn Ahmad ibn Hammad al-Dulabi Abu Bishr,
edited by Nazar Muhammad al-Faryabi, Dar
Ibn Hazm, first edition, Beirut, 1421 AH /2000
CE.

Hadith, Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Ja’far
ibn Hayyan Abu Muhammad al-Isfahani, edit-
ed by Abd al-Ali Abd al-Hamid al-A’zami, Dar
al-Salafiya, first edition, Bombay, India, 1402
AH /1982 CE.

* The Book of Proverbs, al-Qasim ibn
Salam al-Harawi Abu Ubaid, edited by Abd
al-Majid Qatamesh, Dar al-Ma’mun for Heri-
tage, first edition, Beirut, 1400 AH / 1980 CE.
 Al-Hilyah fi kull fa’l min turf wa nasiyat, by
Yusuf ibn Muhammad ibn Antar, edited by
Mustafa ibn Hamza, Ministry of Endowments
and Islamic Affairs, first edition, Rabat, 1425
AH / 2005 CE.

* The Seven Books on Readings, by Abu
Bakr Ahmad ibn Musa ibn al-Abbas al-Tamimi
al-Baghdadi ibn Mujahid, edited by Shawqi
Dayf, Dar al-Ma’arif, second edition, Cairo,
1400 AH.

* Al-Kitab al-Farid fi I’'rab al-Quran al-Ma-
jid, by al-Muntajab al-Hamadhani, edited by
Muhammad Nizam al-Din al-Fatih, Dar al-
Zaman, first edition, Medina, 1427 AH / 2006
CE.

* The Book of Lams, by Abu al-Qasim
Abd al-Rahman ibn Ismail al-Zajjaji, edited
by Mazen al-Mubarak, Dar al-Fikr, second
edition, Damascus, 1985 CE.

* The Book of Sibawayh, by Amr ibn Uth-
man ibn Qanbar Abu Bishr Sibawayh, edited
by Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun, Al-Khan-
ji Library, Dr. 1st ed., Cairo, 1412 AH / 1992
AD.

* Al-Kashaf ‘an Haqa’iq al-Tanzil wa-Uyun
al-Aqawil fi Wujub al-Ta’wil, Mahmoud ibn
‘Umar al-Zamakhshari al-Khwarizmi, edited
by ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, Dar lhya’ al-






