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The effectiveness of expression through scenes and satirical dialogues
in the message of the followers and whirlwinds by Ibn Shuhayd Al-Andalusi (d. 426 AH)
A research presented by The researchers
Prof. Dr. Abdul Hussein Tahir Muhammad Al-Rubaie
drabdulhusseinalrubaie@gmail.com

Prof. Dr. Fatima Ali Wali Maysan University Samarra University College of Education College of Arts

Fatima.ali@uosamarra.edu.i
Abstract :

The fictional treatise “The Followers and the Whirlwinds,” written by Ibn Shuhayd al-Andalusi, who died in 426 AH, is a
towering landmark not only in Andalusian literature, but in Arabic literature in general. In it, the Andalusian writer and poet de-
picted an imaginary journey to the world of the jinn, accompanied by a jinn called Zuhair ibn Numayr, where he met the demons
of some pre-Islamic and Abbasid poets, heard their poetry, and played some of his poems to them, which they admired, and he
received from them a certificate of literary creativity. He also depicted his meetings with the followers of three knights of Arabic
prose: Al-Jahiz, Abdul Hamid Al-Katib, and Badi’ Al-Zaman Al-Hamadani. They tested him in composing prose letters, and he
surprised them with what they admired of eloquence and rare similes, also  extracting their certificates of his superiority over
his contemporaries, whom he could not defeat in the arena of reality, so he chose the arena of imagination to compete with them
and defeat them, and this is his goal in creating this imaginary story.Then, in one of its chapters, he depicted himself and his jinn
companion attending a critical session of the jinn regarding some poetic meanings.

In the final chapter, Ibn Shaheed judged between the poetry of two jinn animals, using them as a striking satirical symbol to at-
tack some of his opponents who begrudged his literary talent and creativity, accusing him of imitation and borrowing from others.

The research aimed to examine the power of expression and the uniqueness of communication through satirical scenes and
dialogues, and the extent of their impact on the recipient throughout the ages.

The research examines two topics: the first, the satirical imaginary scenes, Through four scenes chosen by the researchers, in
addition to the opening scene, the first scene depicts their meeting with the followers of Al-Jahiz and Abd al-Hamid. The second scene
depicts his difficult meeting with the devil of Badi’ al-Zaman (Zubdat al-Hagb). The third scene is dedicated to their meeting with the
follower of al-Iflili (Anf al-Naqah). As for the fourth scene, it contains two meetings: the first with the wise mule Umm Khafif, and the
second with the foolish goose, who is the follower of his well-known linguistic opponent al-Iflili.

Keywords: Expressive effectiveness, scenes, dialogues, satire, appendages and whirlwinds, Ibn Shuhayd al-Andalusi.
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