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Ramz al-Asrar = An Explanation of the Issue of (Af‘ul al-Tafdhil), by Shaykh al-‘Alim Muhyi
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Email: shifa.saeed@imamaladham.edu.iq

Abstract

This study presents a critical edition and analytical examination of a precise grammatical text from the
linguistic legacy of Imam al-Kafiji. The text revolves around the issue of “the operation of the elative (af"al
al-tafdil) without being conditioned by negation or affirmation a topic considered among the most intricate
in Arabic grammar, involving both linguistic and intellectual dimensions. The significance of this topic lies
in its representation of the rational grammatical school and its offering of a model for understanding gram-
matical structures through the lens of logic and theological thought. In this context, grammar, logic, and
spirituality are interwoven into a unified intellectual framework. The aim of the study is to revive this rare
grammatical text through a rigorous scholarly edition, while analyzing the intellectual and linguistic founda-
tions that shaped al-Kafiji’s grammatical methodology, and to highlight the unique integration of linguistic
rules and rational principles within his work. The adopted methodology is both descriptive and analytical.
The researcher has arrived at several key findings, most notably: al-Kafiji’s clear affiliation with the rational
school of grammar; his consistent integration of grammatical theory with logical principles; his evident
influence by kalam (Islamic theology) and philosophy; and his embodiment of the epistemological unity of
Islamic sciences. Furthermore, the critical edition demonstrates that this text constitutes a unique linguistic
document from the 9th century AH, offering valuable contributions to contemporary grammatical studies.

Keywords: ( al-Kafiji, symbol, secrets, elative, comparison).
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