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The Effect of the Phonetic Diphthong
on the Syllabic Structure of the Arabic Language
Mr. Salam Abd Mohammed

College of Basic Education / University of Kirkuk
salamabd(@uokirkuk.edu.iq

Abstract :

This research addresses the phenomenon of diphthong in Arabic, a smooth transi-
tion between a long vowel and a semi-vowel (ya/waw) within a single syllable, such
as in the words “bait” (house) and “qawm” (people). Diphthongs represent a transition
between a vowel and a semi-vowel within a single syllable and play a prominent role
in shaping the syllabic structure of the language. They enrich the diversity of sylla-
bles, giving them more complex patterns, and influence rhythm and metrical weight,
as they are equivalent to the long vowel in terms of time value. They also impose
restrictions on phonetic distribution, resulting in the emergence of vowel-switching
phenomena and substitution to avoid convergence of vowels. A comparison between
classical Arabic and dialects reveals a tendency in some dialects to simplify diph-
thongs into long vowels, demonstrating their impact on phonetic development. Thus,
diphthongs are a mechanism that organizes the syllabic structure and maintains pho-
nological and rhythmic harmony in Arabic.

Keywords: Diphthong, syllabic structure, Arabic language.




.................. dupelldol ehioll Ul

igadl 29sj0J1 Si J{ 14

boy” 3 |S /oy ¢

45 gl Dl g b en BT gl iy a0l
oo Ly il b S e 5528 IS
Oy s ) dugs

o 2l § 3 gl 300 Y

el g

Sl gsie gt Y oedl i Al
L) iy ¥ 3 S oyl Lnlines o
OIS s D AE L e SV 5 e o524
=

fbayt/ = "o LalS *

Iy 518l by G e 9050 4 Ao § 555

[sawq/ = "3 so" dolS e

wi Q) fal cpe i)

LS A s Lals el ol ISl ods
Jerg Lo licas costlo acd @ s Ll 5 b
ST 5 LS5 50 L 53 50 4 sy Gy A] ams

Ll loeglll .2

Sl 2335 ey sl Slmelll
:C_;LJT Jrane

[ Ul e "oy e olad G
[byawt / jT /byuut

[layla / L;_Ja.f SURS SV PSP L WIERA| g I
G2 T [P 5

5 A LY all g A ] i
O/ o> fay/ Jta el 933l s S, L

.82&Q\y‘wv-l&(3)
.68 Lo alua s lalms dy ol 22U1 (4)
69 o and yhuall (5)

dosdoll

SUSS I SOVPN [ S OV [ R SOV WU
Lo a5 cilipandl Ly ogdd 4 2 gl ol o2
LSy U SR SSN25:\ - SC  F S VL
s S\ 3 Lgaasy ol oY1 L]
S Lo i lodn 55 A saall oLl
«(Diphthong) 3 yxisdl 51" 5 all 7 55 41"
oo 3 (S ) il S s gl 52
Coomd G ¢ sl | i Sl O 053 A1
e

Sl oM Gy 1 Y ol

By pod 01§ padaal) oLl 2 G e

Al e el Ll 4 Sl s G
i ) Bl bl sl G gl s Ll
Ll o) i casl sl cann b |4 IS e
S\ wblie Lo o 3l 5 clomgllly oenadll
gl

:J9 i Eiawall

(Diphthong) (iguaJl 29.3j0J1 by sai

S dLAS o e JLil g2 gl 2
5 O ggmall el ks et
lghng Lo (gLl 093 o ol 3 0Ll
Va5 35 guo 80> 55 O gl

CHUEL | -5 U0 FCH PSP VI PP
PSP

“now” &S 3 S /aw/

“my” &S 3 |\S /ay/ -

228 Lo &yl ol poNI(T)
.36 Lo sl e (2)



2025 / Jg—Li

| 15 |

dydlyell daeoladl - duypidl duls - drolollg dygy il Oluwlysdl ddlao
2025/7/31-30 Jotyyi // (iLII JgaSl Laylsig dsypoll &o Il yoigo

(g gall g s bl G

M\¢@\Mcgﬂajaysﬁju
s sl

Mo dadS .

S (CVV g5 e p oS Ll (S
s sl gl oy s s s 5 A [bay / O
s el G e

L}L;jqd\cbul\swu&:m&lézj?%\.i&'
Lo sm s cidmiie S ey Leldoeny 35l oIS
‘e S

SN O350

gl

SIS o saedl e

i 2l LISy

ol A1 ool IS : L3

OF e 0 i st ot Ul el 18
Ul e BT (e o2 iy )l )
s JS DS Lo gl o b5 L sl
EPIEITE SRR [P Wy S o p
OB (s o5 Wrbanns 3 0 5-ili2 (TN Y
e p s ol lin G ablill doed Lislze!
LA iy bl U

5 e il (g 13125 b
e 5 5 13 LT sl Unaio S () 5 nad
S sb Liaie 35 () iy sb a5

(o S ey padll gl 3] 1 kel 50 -2
o (42) ol g8 13] 5 (L5 2o Labao

c_h.zl\ Cainad dainy 1| sdll sue -3
L oSy I ol sl sue e Glis

Jsl aud l_._§w., (G Lo Lo Fluy)

Dyl 81 3 G gl o ) sl L0
() il G LD pas tpLayl el 5] 1
/bait/gHJ)_ﬁ\J_b:gLA\gHj;ﬁﬂl.z
(L) /bat/ 5 ()

3 et Gl oo Al g bl fogd 3
Sl 3 ol (il Lol

1 pall el any 10 el e S L4
.a\.&:.:.l\@hzrbccpychb;ﬂjw

9% 5 gall Al 01 (8 e 0L

L}QM‘GJ-’J'-"MWUZ—EES-’)-’?J(‘“'
il g el ek

gl 5 1 s el e Lo
S}j—o&-” CJJJ'_LU

18 W1 ool
dyyoll daUl b Lahioll cliyl

G oVl x5 5n el L) Y
0555 Lo LI asu s B\ ST b5 5y bl
sasle gl ol yol il Blias ide & 40
D Lol 5 sl G (2 o S

e

[ba/ Jas (&S = + culs) :CV »

[ Jes (cslo + 4S5 > + =sls) :CVC -
/bat

g3 3l idesb 45 > + cils) ICVV .
[bay | e (5o

230 Lo &y gl ol 5N ()
96 yo Bl e enl (2)



................... dupelldol ehioll Ul

i9Jl 29.j0J1 Si

|| 16

(o) o bed s idishb a8 > 5 el
.fté} ma:LaULiaj

G _eadll SN adadl) -3
o el pall e oSl G AT
@ il o gl el ol g 501 s
© Gl o shall wdaill 05 2T ol - &
8 S o Cslo (e el a0 580
s (Lo o2 ) il s g ccmslo +
.kun:(o_%)j an: ( ;,2)s min: ()

Gl o gl S alail) —4

s s Gl ) sl de ) 5oSll Gy
7 csliay Jailh anll adadll ol g5l

o2l o Rl I sl ey |
® 1Al ool

iS >+ clo Zwt)a.ﬁl\\i_adj_iiu
(P o) ealbd o clo+ddy b
Lol Bin s SUI bl yo w el i 1@

Mbéylbﬁy‘jcw\
g@&pwjlwcdw\{@jﬂu'
JU,

PO | RCTUP VU Y Y I WVPON [0 PO O
Ll 05 13 gST cads I clajl\ CUGAL} 15 S
JPICTRCIUP 0 AT\ T (W P e R U

.dal tlajl\

2196 Lo Lol
40 o Ayl i) ) gl (5)
238 Lo hall ol by (6)
40 Lo byl iU g gl el ()
238 & il ol N1 (3(8)
194 Lo dy Al ais G d s (9)

NGV sl e i Al (3 bl

Al eadll gl il - 1

gdldn e Gl e 1t GBI 5
o35 M el e 37 sl el pdadll ol
e catlyy @ il abadll o ylsdl (555
uj_»,jcswasfwwuo_»cm‘
;LSM\CLLU alzal s <(_uﬂ)4-~aib
C=S Jndl &S 5 cka—ta—ba Lg\ (C-&-4)
ku-ti-ba Lg\ (g—g—J)

ol Y 5L il L Al Gdas Y
q&wédﬁio:))iudyctﬂ\\ﬂy
| oo el 5l U i e ez
i) S adaill B3| U] gl

Lol Lo 15 o2l (3 25 Y

Wy e &b s

Wl iay el 31y, 2

e s LIS Gl e 12 S
bl s QLU Lol L s e
e ] i (du) il el sl
ol oLl e U5 5 . (duh) slis owms 5
Lo e s olall s oyl s o5 sl
@ Ll it S AL S ol o3

z) o ghall gLl adadll —2
oo il Vil o shall w bl o s

oV 40 o iyl Lndd gl gl (1)
.23 Lo il

94 Loyl LS Ly 3 A seall Gl T(2)

283 yo 2z S L2 (3)

197 o 0L il s Ol a5 (2

clanalls 40 o iy Al il G all gl (4)
Ll e s 5 8 el A ol sl e e 5 5l



2025 / Jg—Li

| 7|

dydlyell daeoladl - duypidl duls - drolollg dygy il Oluwlysdl ddlao
2025/7/31-30 Jotyyi // (iLII JgaSl Laylsig dsypoll &o Il yoigo

LS 31 BV Gam G pdSIl s -
ROB S
A 92
s

du-wayb- 1 ;L i3 sp LS oS 15]
A3 5 g sl s ey (wayb) LI C_ig.au .bah
Z_?'JJJAUJ}MHJ'(’M\CJJ&;JJ}
ilshb s s ] SSOW s as (ay) idals
bayt : 3 |5 cdAILYI3 ol O a | (o) L
(cs =) =bet

e 3 L8 gmall skl OF S,
Do ] (sl e pa b il il o 1] Lol
l—)‘d‘w}'u_"ébv\_ej :\_‘:‘:‘}.})u_ﬂ‘y.)._a‘\_"j}
G052 58 ol ol G e 505025

. w//)‘

\jJJu\g,_.p-cc\_..,yu_,o\I.x_u‘\_,\j; Lls s
O_f\uj?_pud_ejcuﬂdu‘whl_iw
.(7).‘?_:.?

Llss dLAls pread G o Lo 0L cales
B Gl il el ) aladll e 1315 Jte)
ik O Ol 5 s ¢ A1 o shall 591 kel
g smy sl 3] o STV i Wl B
A 05 15 (sl iy gl i ealially s s
3uie and DL

ol 2301 3 dpnbaie ailuas

e s sameay Ay ol G aladll oLl 5Ly
tLanl e ¢ asladd

38y sl padll s ys 55 5 -1

s o Y g ) el OF S omy
Ol g ) S oy Sy Y 3 el 3 slo
T O Ko ¥ S eombime ol tsiss
S e i s el Lin g 35,2 48 oy

155 =154 Lo dxll sl (6)

1669 o2z S eNlisls W (7)
108 o pladl &l e (3(8)

il s e o sl () Wl U S
g cbadne 350,k

e eI dmd 3 (S il sl 48 A i

s B I d s e gl JU e G Y

%@zuléﬁ&cjﬂ\M\yuuﬂ}d\

D) o ‘YJ_» 4_,|.>) WL e

Dby Gl il ol M olatl) -5

Rl = Gl pall ds ) Sl ey
P eliay Jadll aall

ol el e Sl e 3 ey |
D A s Ll el

el o e L e ) smS Wl elew e 3
9 gkl 3 a3

8l 1S o+ Coalo f e wlaill s Gl
0P g oP) el e nsicnlo tclo
(o

ca_ﬁ,d\a_w\‘}\j_?\;\_;c_hjL\\;\_al_;j‘j
s Jlaze Vs oYV sl e sl dal jas by
{,_4- s (el ey Q@SQl‘ScoMb
tad i L e ez sl s ] sl as
t)u-aduwhﬁa‘_o-b 5N Ll o)
O e et e @S Al e Y a1

= G s e o s el i OF s
il s ey sl o Sy 3] syl aal 52

7250 Tzl edlisls o (1)

40 o dy pll dnll g saall gl (2)

0238 &gl ol eI (3)

5 G ool Ay jall el e de g ] e tanall (4)
197 s ol AN e

L1871 Lo &yl ol oY1 (5)



................... dupelldol ehioll Ul

i9Jl 29.j0J1 Si

|| 18

S bl 5T bl ols o dadt a3
B JI U [ edny . 8 S /IR S
G b pblie Lyl Al L o
RSN P ENLY

e L w bl i () s A o -2
0oz ol O oD 3] e il bl
e a5 e A gzie aboliay il (4
bl o JUB| ) ULt 15U (i paall ods
QU35 cplesVl e 5T Sl s o yun i 2l
@ sedlize GenalS o sl sa1 I ATl

P JLE] () ol e al B s
Gt gk s abls alh 1 G ey Le ci il
i gl e SIS 5 o5 Ll e ]
Sy e s IS Gamy e 8508l
-J—?‘JJJ—:—"'Q—".;J‘—E

oy O pme s J b OF g 1S3 03
Sl gl G pn b Sl 105053 L)
bl Condy Eo il s e, L a5 0L
§ 7 e S lgrs o e N O3
Do G § s lSS a5

s Y g a0 OF ) ets ol sue s |s
51 i bl bl JUiS] s e 8, Lo

‘MM}W‘JM}I%)M\@

LY =l e e Sl elaaslyy Lal gl
Led 52 Y oYU G et oY1 (Yl
B 1 e ol Bl 35 gl 35 A1 b i
SUP PRECEy PRI ENES

Rl JLs| 3 oSl el iid s (oSS
Gl A sp o 52 | AN L (8 - sl
148 Lo i ol (5)

174 5o bl i) g sall mgedl (6)
177 =176 4o 4 £ SIN(T)

N BPRTE B R W [ WY
ésuﬂ U}\v.l}d_mju_g- 48.,\_3.}'1\ JLx.;\“
dl_SAJ_uJ—aéj)‘ EJJ“J}JJV—?U}‘SLAJ\;LEJJ‘
Gl ae Ll o all ey Jouo sl 5 S
Go—all el Lo pdl il Gl Jou
.(1):‘_:3J’_U

CM\QT&%MSM\JLA&&;}_{@”
-(2)“—7*34«}

il ablis dnyl G pod Y Ly all-2
.(B)SJDL;OB-L}YLOJ}\)ML}D%OM

i gmo g5 8l S, 15 0
Al 635 15 OLll e DU a5 3l
O il Lk Glas!

oLl Joadll S s Sy A3 e
055 Lo LI gl ¢ ol Jndll | o4 dd
(g olall ] i 208 aad L3S wbolie 33 s
Lo g s i g 5 o 55 abolio dn )l 155
A g ol e i Ll G oy Yt A
M\&Lw\@cz_&ﬂ@bﬁg@
oYl

cBM\CLL&\CL“JLMU_»VJ}J\J&j
wgs#dcbuﬁa_wiww:\.ﬁ,d\op
Lol IVl e dopie SV Gl

109 o pladl &3l1 e (1)
194 o &l izl g sall el (2)
129 o oyl £adSUl by 3 45 gl 6l sl 5T(3)



2025 / Jg—Li

| 10 |

dydlyell daeoladl - duypidl duls - drolollg dygy il Oluwlysdl ddlao
2025/7/31-30 Jotyyi // (iLII JgaSl Laylsig dsypoll &o Il yoigo

@\)AJ%ﬁQCAuMﬁLQ\WY\V_& .7
Sl s c gl sl i 5 psll
.5 ,aldll

(ald jsmall s ) Sl celdl Gl e .8
1984 ¢4 by Hlu N i

dos Olany oSl c iy jallas 3 J sad .9
¢3 b cs,aldlc sl dadas ¢ ol Sl
'61994

iy Al Al ol ol g il ol N1 3110
uuﬂ\sj\;)‘?_,ua.u‘}_.zu&f_suﬁ_:sm
.J\J_«J\—r‘ﬁ_o‘;ﬂj

Aot oSl (O g c CLSL LT
01983¢3b s Sl lleclg,la

cOL~“><aLfcuL;.AJL_aL;MZ\_ﬁ)A\Z_AM\.12
L2006 ¢ 5 b Sl ILe

SRV YRS {CNV) Y PN SR MU X SV
1985 T b ey e ialall

ccagwﬁwﬁ\cwﬂg.14
caﬁwu)u\)mo,)uwfw\u
.(=1980¢4la

G el iyl el e e sl pedlaall L5
,gw\y\_,&)j;smcﬂu&w‘v_ln,_.;
1 b il ol i | o e
.<>1“993

J_tpjj_:SJJ\ca_ﬁ,J\Z_:;fU&;j_d\C_@;ll.16
oWl coladl Sl c pals ) 5all

17. David Odden, “Introducing Phonology*

18. John McCarthy, “The Prosodic Structure.

M LS > fo Gyl 5l el C g

EPNTES]
e 552 Y il i Wl IO 2

oA @S ol sl o Dl e

L dgems 35 g0 LLIST 0T Y] g = Y1 LA

G Al S S5 el e 125 3 s

VL § ey SWI a5l adadll el

(Gl G el 055 G LBYES Busue

Gl 534l agh OB I L3l yasladls

L5 e ) Al iy o L5 0 dm

Unlaia 5

g2150J1g yolaoli

i LISl e Ly 3 A5 el sl sl ST L1
aal ¢ o5 585 Wl ¢ oLl o (555
1983 ¢ ot e

Gt s ia e glple il e e ul 2
)l CosUl e ¢ e 52 dal ) sl
'(‘1987‘3'10

Lagdl s ¢ il el ol B il ol oY) 3
019673 bes Al

e ol ¢ Ol iy oLl s 4
JJLA\)\scrkﬂﬁ}d\McCocM\
5 aldl

s ol i ool eYlisls w5
Ol = Sa o el eIl s ¢ ool
.r20(501la

dall e pmls el e 6
L pal

174 Lo byl LdS1 5Ly 3 45 a2l 06l 521 5T (T)






