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The Persistence of Tribal Structure in the Poetry of Rabi‘ah ibn Maqrum
al-Dabbi after Islam: A Cultural Reading of Ideological Continuity
Asst. Prof. Dr. Mohammed Hussein Mahmoud
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, University of Kirkuk
mohammed.hussein@uokirkuk.edu.iq
Abstract:

This study seeks to explore the persistence of tribal structure in the poetry of Rabi‘ah ibn Maqrum al-Dabbi,
despite the broader cultural shift following the advent of Islam. It begins with the hypothesis that, although the
poet lived during the early Islamic period, his poetry does not reflect a fundamental transformation in values or
ideological structure. Rather, it maintains a discourse centered on the tribe as the sole vessel of identity.

The study adopts a cultural criticism approach to trace the underlying ideological patterns that appear
more enduring than the surface-level changes. The poetic fragments are read as representations of tribal loyalty,
collective identity, and responses to rivals—rooted in the honor of the clan rather than the emerging Islamic
value system. This suggests the continuity of pre-Islamic discourse within a linguistic framework that may have
softened due to the new context but did not fundamentally change.

The research analyzes expressions such as alliances, shame, glory, pride, retaliation, inheritance, and
revenge, while also noting the absence of core Islamic values such as monotheism, asceticism, faith, and ji-
had—themes common among early Islamic poets. Furthermore, it links this continuity to the deep structure of
the tribe as a cultural system that resisted transformation over time.

The study concludes that Rabi‘ah’s poetry serves as a textual site of ideological resistance—not merely
documenting the presence of tribal identity, but also revealing the fragility of cultural change when it does not
penetrate poetic structure. His poetry thus becomes a rich source for understanding the complex intersection be-
tween Islam and tribalism—not in terms of rupture, but through the lens of continuity and symbolic resistance.
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