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Vowel Transfer ("I'l1al bi-al-Naql) in Classical and Contemporary Arabic
Linguistics: A Phonological-Morphological Study
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DUniversity of Al-Shatra, College of Education for Women
“Middle Technical University, Institute of Technical Administration Contact Information:
Abstract :

**Morphophonology** is a linguistic field that combines morphology and phonetics/phonology,
studying sound changes in word structure resulting from inflection, derivation, or contextual interac-
tion. One of the most notable phenomena is **’al-"ilal’** (vowel modification), which reflects Ara*
bic’s tendency to avoid phonetic heaviness. An example is **’al-ilal bi-l-naql’** (vowel transfer),
where the vowel of a weak letter (e.g., (s ¢ <)is transferred to the preceding strong consonant, and the
weak letter is then deleted. This is based on a phonetic principle: strong consonants are more stable
when vocalized, while weak letters (vowels) are naturally inclined toward stillness, making the word
more harmonious with Arabic phonotactics.

Classical morphologists considered this phenomenon systematic, but modern linguists have re-
assessed it using Western phonetic approaches. For instance, they debated whether long vowels (¢ ¢!

(csare always preceded by matching short vowels, as in *”’katib”* (with *fatha* before *alif*) and
*sur’* (with *damma* before *waw*). Dr. Hussam Al-Nuaimi, however, argues that these cases
represent **rising diphthongs**, which are phonetically heavy. Simplification occurs by deleting the
*waw* or *ya'* while lengthening the preceding short vowel, resulting in smoother syllabic peaks.

This debate reflects the evolution of morphophonological studies, where traditional Arabic lin-
guistics merges with modern phonetic analyses, enriching our understanding of Arabic phonological
kand morphological phenomena. y
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