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Abstract :

The Arabic language on social media is characterized by an overwhelming presence, yet one
that reflects a state of deviation and transformation from traditional rules, creating a hybrid lin-
guistic reality that combines authenticity and contemporaneity. On a formal level, the use of col-
loquial dialects in their various local forms prevails over Modern Standard Arabic which fosters
spontaneous and rapid communication among users. However, this simultaneously affects the
status of and limits its spread within this vast space. There is also an emergence of newly invented
vocabulary, abbreviated and altered expressions to suit the nature of the platforms and character
limits, which informally expands the linguistic wealth but weakens grammatical and spelling
rules.

Regarding the impact, this phenomenon has multiple effects. Some are positive, such as en-
hancing communication between Arabs from different regions, spreading linguistic awareness
through correction and critique pages, and reviving some old vocabulary while giving it a new
character. However, there are negative impacts that cannot be ignored, most notably the effect
on the proper writing skills of new generations due to habitual use of colloquial and incorrect
writing, the occasional distortion of the language’s image, and its declining use in formal and
academic contexts in favor of other languages or local dialects. Overall, social media remains an
open arena for the Arabic language, representing both a challenge and an opportunity. It transports
the language from its traditional framework into more dynamic and widespread spheres, yet it
simultaneously imposes profound transformations affecting its structure, uses, and future.
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