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Postcolonial Discourse in Basim Furat’s Axe Stabs the Morning:
A Study of Cultural Hegemony and Representations of the Other.

University of Anbar Presidency/Department of Administrative and Financial Affairs
Email: mohammed.shakir.ma@uoanbar.edu.iq

Abstract:

This research examines and explicates the postcolonial discourse in the collected
poems entitled “An Axe Stabs the Morning” by Basim Furat. It seeks to reveal the
mechanisms wielded by the poetic text to resist and deconstruct Western cultural hege-
mony. It is achieved through examining representations of the subaltern, his rejection of
silence, and critiquing the discourse of Western modernity. The research also addresses
the poet’s strategies for reconstructing the image of the other, free from stereotypes, and
his search for a hybrid identity that is formed in the third space between homeland and
exile. The research relies on the postcolonial critical approach, investing its procedural
concepts in approaching the texts to reveal their cultural and political dimensions im-
plicit in the context of the experience of exile.

Keywords: postcolonialism, cultural hegemony, representation of the other, hybrid
identity, exile poetry, Third Space.
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