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The Grammatical Study of Imam al-Wagqsht al-Andalusi (d. 489 AH) in his
work: Commentary on al-Muwatta’ — Explaining its Language, Syntactic
Subtleties, and Meanings
A. L. Marwa Maher Mohammed Abdul-Majid
College of Law — Al-Mustansiriya University

Abstract

The language of the Prophetic Hadith has long attracted scholarly attention as
both the second source of Islamic legislation and a key linguistic reference after
the Qur’an. Among those who contributed to this field was Imam al-Wagqshi al-
Andalust (d. 489 AH), who studied the linguistic aspects of al-Muwazta’ by
Imam Malik ibn Anas (d. 179 AH). His work focused on explicating vocabulary,
rare usages, grammatical structures, and semantic nuances within the Hadith,
while only briefly addressing legal rulings. Al-Waqshi frequently cited the
views of prominent linguists, engaging critically with them through correction,
preference, or independent selection of grammatical positions, sometimes
explicitly, other times implicitly. His critique extended beyond linguistic
interpretation to morphological analysis, where he supported certain derivations
rejected by others, drawing evidence from both Hadith and classical Arabic
usage. This study examines al-Waqsht’s linguistic contributions, at times
endorsing his views and at times challenging them with textual and rational
arguments.

Keywords: al-Waqshi; Arabic Morphology; Linguistic Analysis of Hadith;
Lexical Studies in al-Muwazta’
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