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The Movements of the Muwalladin in Andalusia During the Emirate Era -
The Reign of Emir Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Hakam and His Son Emir
Muhammad as a Model (206-273 AH/822-886 AD)
Dr.Muhanad Abd Raheem
University of Samarra

Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of the Muwallad revolts in al-Andalus
during the reigns of Emir ‘Abd al-Rahman II (822-852 CE) and his son
Muhammad 1 (852-886 CE), which represented one of the most serious
challenges to Umayyad authority.The city of Toledo witnessed the first
organized uprising under Hashim al-Darrab in 829 CE, followed by repeated
revolts in Zaragoza led by the powerful Banii Qasi family. During the reign of
Emir Muhammad I, unrest intensified in Toledo and spread to Mérida under the
leadership of Ibn Marwan al-Jilliqi, while the most enduring and dangerous
movement emerged in Ronda with ‘Umar ibn Hafstin, whose revolt lasted for
nearly half a century. These uprisings reflected deep-rooted social and economic
grievances, particularly heavy taxation and social discrimination, and were often
supported by Christian kingdoms in the north. Ultimately, they drained the
Umayyad state militarily and economically, weakening its central authority and
paving the way for later political fragmentation in al-Andalus.

Keywords: Al-Andalus, Muwalladun, Toledo revolts, Banu Qasi, Ibn Marwan
al-Jilliqi .
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