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The Islamic mind between tradition and renewal in the thought of
Mohammed Arkoun

Lect. Dr. Maha Nader Abd Mohsen Al- Ghuraby : University of Kufa
. College of Education For Girls/ Department of Educational and
Psychological Sciences
Mahan.alghuraby@uokufa.edu.iq

Abstract

The Islamic Mind between Tradition and Renewal in the Thought of
Muhammad Arkoun

Associate Professor Maha Nader Abdul Mohsen Al-Gharabi
University of Kufa - College of Education for Girls / Department of
Educational and Psychological Sciences

Abstract

Muhammad Arkoun "d. 2010" is one of the Arab thinkers who
presented a critical analytical reading based on modern Western
visions and references in reading the Arab-Islamic heritage in general
and analyzing the structure of the Islamic mind in particular. His
theses in this regard and the results he reached have remained a source
of controversy and division among Arab researchers and thinkers.
Therefore, critical studies on his intellectual project were divided
between enthusiasts and supporters, and between opponents of his
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theses and those with reservations about them. However, despite all
these intersections and repercussions that accompanied the dimensions
of receiving Muhammad Arkoun's project in the contemporary Arab
cultural scene, the nature of the effort made by its owner - and despite
all the brotherhood that may be raised around it - remains an effort
that reflects a deep understanding and awareness of the Arab-Islamic
heritage on the one hand, and a high absorption and digestion of
Western approaches on the other hand. Among the most important
results:

-YThe concept of the Islamic mind according to Muhammad Arkoun
is not subject to a strict and precise definition with regard to the
references of this mind and the areas it covers. Sometimes it means
the Islamic heritage with all its sectors, and sometimes it is related to
the structure of theological thinking in Islam, and in other uses it is
related to the history of the development of Arab-Islamic awareness..
Other than the procedural aspect of this mind, which attracted his
attention more than others, it is what gave importance to the
dominance of the moment of Islamic revelation as a founding moment
that directed the mechanisms of thinking within the boundaries of this
mind, and then subsequently drew its features and characteristics. In
his contributions to the criticism and renewal of the Islamic mind,
Muhammad Arkoun did not provide a complete theoretical foundation
that can be relied upon as an integrated project to study the
manifestations and aspects of this mind and its various tributaries.
Rather, his reading was closer to raising problems and posing
questions without providing answers or a theoretical vision with clear
methodological foundations to solve these problems.

In his reading of the Islamic mind and its transformations, Muhammad
Arkoun proceeds from a secular vision that believes that the
renaissance of this mind can only be achieved by passing through the
paths and stages that the Western mind has passed through in its
renaissance, especially in the issue of establishing separation between
the religious and the secular.

Keywords: Mind, Islamic, Tradition, Renewal, Criticis
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