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The Term “Sabr” and Its Derivatives in the Sermons of Nahj
al-Baldaghah: A Semantic Study

Asst. Prof. Dr. Sattar Jabbar Hashim
Kufa Studies Center — University of Kufa
satarj.alhusaini@uokufa.edu.ig/

Abstract
This study focuses on examining the term “sabr” (patience) and its

derivatives in the sermons of Nahj al-Balaghah — a semantic study
— to uncover their linguistic and contextual meanings within the
structures in which they appear, and to analyze their stylistic and
intellectual features, revealing the dimensions that the Imam
imparted to this concept in his use of the term.The study is organized
into an introduction, a prelude, two main sections, and a conclusion.
The prelude addresses the definition of “sabr” linguistically and
terminologically, highlighting its significance in the Arabic language
and its importance in Arab and Islamic culture.

The first section is dedicated to studying the meanings of nominal
derivatives (the verbal noun, active participle, passive participle),
analyzing their meanings and connotations in light of the linguistic
contexts in which they appear, in order to uncover the ethical and
educational significance intended by the Imam in his discourse. The
second section deals with the meanings of verbs derived from the
root s-b-r in past, present, and imperative forms, revealing the effect
of temporal and contextual meanings in determining the semantic
dimension of the verb.The study concludes that “sabr” in the
sermons of Nahj al-Balaghah is not presented as an abstract concept,
but rather as an ethical value that contributes to addressing political,
social, and moral issues. Moreover, it guides individual behavior,
directs one toward the right path, and alleviates the psychological
pressures faced by the Muslim community.
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Keywords: Sabr (Patience), Sermons of Nahj al-Balaghah,
Semantics, Derivatives, Imam “Ali (peace be upon him), Nominal
Forms, Verbal Forms
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