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Summary

I have explained in the research the definition of the term “maintenance
(nafaqah)” both linguistically and in Islamic jurisprudential terminology, as well
as the definition of wife’s maintenance, which is one of the rights that Islamic law
obligates the husband to provide for his wife. | have also clarified the legal basis
for the obligation of wife’s maintenance, which is established by the texts of the
Holy Qur’an, the Prophetic Sunnah, and the consensus of scholars, in addition to
the dictates of sound reason that affirm it as a rightful due of the wife in return for
her confinement to her husband’s rights and benefit.

The research further discusses the cause of her entitlement to maintenance, the
conditions required for it, the time when it becomes obligatory, and the elements
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of maintenance—namely food, clothing, housing, and related necessities. It also
addresses the basis for estimating maintenance, the cases in which it may lapse
(such as when the wife refuses to obey her husband), the entitlement of the wife
of an absent husband, and the entitlement of a woman in a revocable divorce
(‘iddah) period to maintenance.

gy

Finally, the research examines the ruling on a husband’s inability or refusal to
provide maintenance, all in accordance with the Prophetic Sunnah and the Iraqi
Personal Status Law.
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