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Khaldoun Al-Nageeb and His Stance on the Palestinian Cause
Prof. Dr. Bushra Kazem Awda Al-Askari
Researcher: Munir Agil Hamada
Abstract:

Khaldun Hassan al — Naqgib (1941-2011) is one of the most prominent scholars of
Contemporary Arab sociological thought, and one of the academic figures who left
a qualitative impact in the field of social and Political Sciences, in particular in the
study of the Societies of the Arabian Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula, and his name
has been associated with a foundational critical intellectual project that can be
described as the first building block of what is known today as Gulf sociology, as it
went beyond the descriptive and reportative approaches that prevailed in the study
of the region to build a theoretical- analytical framework that integrates the
structural-historical dimension and critical reading of the dialectical relationship
between the state, society, economy and culture. This project was embodied in his
reference book (society and the state in the Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula from a
different perspective), which was based on a new perception about the formation of
the rentier state, the role of oil, and the mechanisms of reproduction of the tribe in
the context of the modern state. His contribution also extended to the study of
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governance patterns in the Arab Levant, and he presented a pioneering socio —
political approach to the concept of the authoritarian state as a composite historical
structure reproducing control through bureaucratic and security apparatuses, and
through ideological legitimacy that employs culture, religion and tribe to promote
political stability. Al-Nagib's approach was characterized by being a
multidimensional critic, inspired by critical Marxism and structuralism, but he did
not fall into the trap of literal transfer of Western theoretical models, but rather
resettled and dismantled them within a special Arab and Gulf context, which
enabled him to make an original intellectual contribution reflecting the specificity
of the social and political experience in the region.

Keywords: Khaldoun Al-Nageeb, Palestine
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