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Escaping forward is the United States of America's policy in its war on
Vietnam
Ahmed Mazhar Jalout Al-Hilali
Abstract.

The term "escape-forward" is used in political science and history to describe
the behavior of a leader or state when faced with a severe dilemma. They choose
to continue on the same path with more aggressive steps, rather than admitting
failure, reevaluating, or withdrawing. This policy is often the result of
accumulated psychological and political factors. Decision-makers fear admitting
mistakes due to their internal and external impact and repercussions. In modern
history, this political pattern has never been more evident than in the United
States' experience in its war with Vietnam (1955-1975), which became a mirror
reflecting the dilemma of a superpower when attempting to impose its will on a
reality that is not subject to the logic of military superiority alone.

Keywords: The policy of escalation, Vietnam War, Battle of Dien Bien Phu,
United States of America.
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1- Herring, George C. America's Longest War: The United States and Vietnam,
1950-1975, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1986.
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