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Artistic movement ¢ Iraq <« The Book of
Songs by Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahan

Assistant Professor Dr. Venus Maitham Ali

Abstract :

Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani grew up during the Abbasid era ¢ a period marked by
the flourishing of Arab-Islamic civilization. This era was dubbed the “Golden Age <
due to the preeminence of intellectual and cultural aspects ¢ including the booming
market for singing ¢« female singers ¢ and tarab ¢ as well as the rise in social stand-
ing. This helped create a conducive environment for honing al-Isfahani’s talent. He
was persistent in his brilliance and love of the arts ¢ especially music and singing ¢
and his association with singers ¢« musicians ¢ and tarab artists. The idea of writing
an encyclopedic book came to him ¢ and it took him approximately fifty years to
compile and compile it.

Keywords: Iraqi artistic movement, The Book of Songs by Abu al-Faraj al-Is-
fahani...
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