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Heresy in the Face of Islam:
A Historical Study

Yassir Hatam Alewi

Abstract

The word “Zindig" means interpretation, which is “Zand.” This interpretation was
explained in a commentary called “Bazand.” Anyone who cited something in Zoro-
aster’s law was described as a “Zandiq.” Al-Mas’udi indicated that the term *Zandiq”
was applied to Mani and Mazdak. Historians later indicated that a "Zandiq” is some-
one who pretends to be a Muslim but conceals disbelief.

Zandiq has attempted to confront Islam, distort its image, and cast doubt on it
throughout history. Therefore, it was confronted primarily through fighting, espe-
cially after the Zandigs relied on armed movements such as the Baha'i Farid move-
ment and the Khurramiyya movement. The Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs employed
several methods to confront this movement and refute its ideas and teachings.
Therefore, the "Diwan of Zandiq” was established to record the names and locations

of the Zandigs in order to confront them and warn against them.
Keywords: Mazdak, Mani, heresy, intellectual movements, Islam, Khurramism,

Rawandism.
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