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The Role of Jews in Public Life in the
Arabian Peninsula Before Islam

Assis. Lec. Kawthar Muhammad Jassim
College of Education / AL-Iraqia University
Abstract:

This research examines the role played by Jews in the Arabian Peninsula before
Islam by tracing their historical presence and areas of influence in economic, social,
and cultural life. It reveals that Jewish migrations to the Arabian Peninsula were linked
to religious, security, and economic factors, and that they settled in specific areas such
as Yathrib, Khayyar, Fadak, and Najran, where they established fortified communities
based on agriculture and trade. The study also highlights the nature of their relationship
with Arab tribes, which was characterized by cooperation at times and conflict at oth-
ers. The research concludes that the Jewish role in the Arabian Peninsula before Islam
was not marginal, but rather formed part of the general structure that helped shape the
social, economic, and cultural reality that preceded the emergence of the Islamic call.

Keywords: Jews, Arabs, pre-Islam, social, economic, cultural.
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