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Iranian-Syrian relations in light of regional and
international changes (2008-2011)

m.m. Hadeel Abd alkhaleq Abd alrazaq
University of Baghdad / Ibn Rushd College of Education
Abstract :

Iranian-Syrian relations are considered among the strongest and most resilient both regionally
and internationally in the Middle East during the period of study. These relations have often been de-
scribed as eternal « having reached the level of a strong alliance despite the ideological differences in
the governing systems of the two countries. Nevertheless ¢ the relationship at that time maintained its
strength and authenticity on one hand ¢« and with the Arab states on the other. The growing harmony
between Iran and Syria led to a robust and distinctive alliance that encompassed economic ¢ political
¢ and cultural dimensions.

When the Middle East ¢ particularly in the second half of the 20th century ¢« witnessed significant
developments that affected the political and economic landscape ¢ these changes had a direct impact
on Iranian-Syrian relations at all levels. The relationship managed to transcend ideological differenc-
es in governance ¢ relying instead on political and regional foundations with considerable interna-
tional and political weight. Chief among these was the Palestinian cause ¢« which continues to occupy
a central place in the policies of both countries ¢« as well as the Syrian crisis and the threat it posed to
the Syrian leadership. Iran played a crucial role in supporting the Syrian government in confronting
and overcoming this crisis—especially since the crisis had deep-rooted origins and ongoing implica-
tions that continue to this day. These impacts significantly contributed to the weakening of the Syrian
government « which was allied with the Islamic Republic and other Western powers such as Russia.

Keywords: Iran, Syria, United States, Gaza Strip.
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