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The Tension Between Text and Authority in Mu'tazilite Thought (Al-Jahiz
as a Model) and His Stance on Imam Hasan al-Askari (peace be upon him)

A.L. Ahmed Hadi Jassim
Al-Qadisiyah University / College of Archaeology

Abstract

This study aims to examine the Mu‘tazilite scholar al-Jahiz’s stance toward
Imam al-Hasan al-‘Askari (peace be upon him) within the framework of
Mu‘tazilite thought and the Abbasid political context, by analyzing the passage
found in his epistle Fadl Hashim ‘ala ‘Abd Shams. The research adopts a
comparative textual-analytical method, drawing on classical sources and
theological literature, focusing on the contradiction between Mu‘tazilite
principles regarding the Imamate and al-Jahiz’s practical positions. The findings
indicate that the inclusion of Imam al-‘Askari in al-Jahiz’s discourse was not
incidental but reflected a value-based acknowledgment constrained by political
expediency, revealing a structural tension between theory and practice in
Mu‘tazilite thought. Furthermore, the study demonstrates that Imam al-‘ Askari
addressed this intellectual challenge through a rational discourse that
harmonized textual evidence and logical reasoning, preparing the community for
the Occultation by consolidating doctrinal authority. The significance of this
research lies in uncovering the dialectical relationship between thought and
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power while highlighting the position of Imam al-* AskarT within the intellectual
context of his opponents.

Keywords :al-Jahiz; Imam al-Hasan al-‘ AskarT; Mu‘tazilite thought; Imamate;
Abbasid era; Islamic theology.
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