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Abstract
The most valuable wealth of nations lies in the personalities and actions of their
great leaders. These individuals add greater significance to their history than any
other subject they present for us to contemplate. Therefore, studying historical
figures who had a profound impact on shaping the course of events is a
fundamental pillar of understanding and analyzing history. Among these
prominent figures is Arthur Lee, the American diplomat and politician who
played a pivotal role in a crucial phase of American history: the struggle for
independence from Great Britain. This research aims to shed light on Arthur
Lee's life and upbringing, his educational and professional journey, and his
prominent diplomatic role in Europe, particularly in France, Spain, and Prussia.
It also addresses his efforts to secure military and financial support for the
United States during the Revolutionary War and his participation in the
negotiations that led to the signing of treaties of alliance and trade with France.
The research relied on an analysis of historical documents and biographies,
aiming to provide a comprehensive picture of Arthur Lee's contributions, which
were a fundamental building block in building American independence and
establishing its foreign policy. Studying such figures undoubtedly provides us
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with an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of the diplomatic
interactions and political strategies that shaped the world of that era.
Keywords: Arthur Lee, American diplomacy, War of Independence, Franco-
American Treaty.
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® Tbid, P.11.
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@ The Revolutionary Diplomatic Correspondence Of The United States op.cit , P.58.

® Louis W. Potts, Arthur Lee: A Virtuous Revolutionary. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1981, P.16.

@ Stacy. Schiff, A Great Improvisation: Franklin, France, And The Birth Of America. New
York: Henry Holt, 2005, P.69.
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