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The Abbasid Caliphate and the Emirates of the Islamic East: Between Political
Ambition and Intellectual Convergence in the 4th and 5th Centuries AH/10th
and 11th Centuries AD
Assistant Professor Dr. Shaima Younis Ismail
University of Mosul/ College of Education for Humanities / Department of History

Summary

The study focused on the nature of the relationship between the Abbasid Caliphate
and the emirates of the Islamic East. Intellectual convergence played a pivotal role
in strengthening relations between the two sides, particularly with the Ghaznavids
and Seljuks. These emirates contributed to protecting the Caliphate from hostile
intellectual movements, creating a united front against the Fatimids. Religious and
advocacy discourses were also used to consolidate the legitimacy of rule among the
emerging emirates and link them to the Caliphate. Their emirs sought to confer
religious legitimacy on their rule by cultivating close ties with the Caliphate. This
ambition was embodied in the exchange of loyalties and the granting of titles and
positions, reflecting the interconnectedness of interests and a unified goal.

Keywords: Abbasid Caliphate, Buyids, Ghaznavids, Islamic East, Samanids,
Seljuks.
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