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Abstract

The current research aims to identify (the effect of using the mental imagery
strategy on developing critical thinking among fifth-grade middle school
students in history). To achieve this goal, the researcher adopted an
experimental design with partial control for the post-test. Two study groups
were randomly selected, one for the experimental group with (30) students, and
the other for the control group with (30) students. The researcher established
equivalence between the students in the two research groups on several
variables, namely (chronological age calculated in months, history grades for the
previous academic year 2024-2025 AD, intelligence level, and critical thinking
test). The researcher adopted the Watssan & Glassr (1980) critical thinking test,
prepared by Al-Makdami (2012). Psychometric properties were extracted from
the tool's validity and reliability. The researcher used appropriate statistical
methods, including the t-test for two independent samples, to process the data.
The study results showed that the experimental group outperformed the control
group in the critical thinking test. The researcher made several
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recommendations, including adopting the mental imagery strategy in teaching
social studies at various educational levels, and suggestions for future studies.

Keywords: mental imagery strategy, critical thinking
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