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Walter Hallstein's upbringing, social life, and education until 1930

Prof. Dr. Waleed Abood Mohammed al-Dulaimi Shahad Wissam Abdul Wahid Al-Amiri
waleed.abood@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.iq
Shahad.Abd2305m@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.iq University of Baghdad, College of
Education ibn Rushd for Humanities, Department of History
(Abstract)

This research aims to reveal Walter Hallstein as a prominent political,
diplomatic and academic figure who has not received his fair share of research and
study. This is perhaps due to the lack of sources that dealt with his upbringing and
educational life, whether from memoirs or personal biography, despite his playing
a pivotal role in the history of contemporary Germany and his major and direct
contribution to the establishment of the European Union. Perhaps what confirmed
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this was the multiplicity of views in his evaluation, as some saw him as an
influential legal and intellectual figure who helped in building and developing the
institutions of the modern German state, and a number of historians went in their
view to him being one of the founding fathers of the European Union, while others
considered him merely a controversial bureaucratic figure. However, this is
what called for, according to an objective, academic scientific perspective, to do
justice to Walter Hallstein and to reveal his true image as a professor and
researcher in international law who possessed a sharp intellect, was a public
speaker, and was a writer and economic thinker, as he played a prominent role in
an important phase in German history that was marked by numerous developments
and difficulties. Consequently, this research, entitled (Walter Hallstein's
Upbringing, Social and Educational Life until 1930), is a modest and serious
attempt to fill some of the gap in the study of an important stage of contemporary
German history, as it includes new information based on scientific material drawn
from important sources, especially documents, documentary books and
encyclopedias directly related to the subject, which ended in 1930. The research
comprises two axes. The first addresses Walter Hallstein's birth and family history,
providing a brief overview of his birth and social background. The second axis
addresses his education and social life up to 1930, tracing his education, social life,

and academic progress until he became the youngest professor in the Weimar
Republic (1919-1933).

Keywords: Walter Hallstein, European Union, Martin Wolf, University of
Rostock, Weimar Republic.
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