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The Meaning of the Letter "lam" Used in Reference to the Rulings and
Actions of Allah Almighty
Lect. Ahmed Awad Yasin Al-Joani (Ph.D(
University of Babylon/ College of human Sciences
Hum114.ahmed. auad@uobabylon.edu.iq
Abstract

Scholars of the Arabic language have different points of view regarding the
interpretation of the “lam” that appears in relation to Allah’s rulings and actions.
This disagreement is commonly reflected in the works of both Qur’anic
commentators and grammatical analysts. Then, what is the reason behind taking
this particular “lam” out of its usual grammatical function and having various
interpretations of its meaning . This research aims to explore the reasons behind
this divergence, clarify the strongest and most accurate interpretation of the
“lam”, and identify the meaning that is regarded as being the most powerful and
the least subject to objections and misinterpretation .After examining this issue
in works of grammar, syntax, and Qur’anic exegesis, it became evident that
answering these two questions first requires presenting the most prominent
scholarly opinions regarding the meanings of this particular “lam” and the
distinctions between them, followed by an exposition of their interpretations
concerning its meaning in a selected set of textual evidences .The analysis
revealed that the scholars’ decision to interpret this “lam” differently in the
context of God’s decrees and actions stems from their pursuit of a sound
understanding that safeguards the Divine from any attribution of injustice or
imperfection and protects the Qur’an from any appearance of contradiction
among its verses  .The study further demonstrates that interpreting the “lam”
as indicating figurative causality provides the strongest meaning and remains the
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most consistent approach, free from the objections that arise from alternative
explanations

Keywords: meaning of lam, God’s rulings, His actions .
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