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Narrative Structure in the Novels of Ghaib Tu'ma Farman: An Analytical
Study Based on Geérard Genette's Theory

A.L. Saddam Da'am Jalab
Instructor at the Dhi Qar Education Directorate

abscart

This study aims to analyze the narrative structure in the novels of Gha’ib Tu 'mah
Farman (1927-1990), a pioneer of modern Iraqgi fiction, by applying the
narratological framework of French critic Gérard Genette, centered on his three
core concepts: Time (Order, Duration, Frequency), Mood (Narrative Voice and
Focalization), and Voice (the narrator’s relationship with the audience). The
research seeks to address a methodological gap in prior studies, which
predominantly focused on the socio-political and psychological content of
Farman’s work while neglecting a systematic deconstruction of his sophisticated
narrative techniques. Through a close reading of key novels such as "The Palm
Tree and the Neighbors,” "Five Voices,"” "Al-Mikhdad,” and "Al-Qurban," the
study reveals that Farman was not merely a realist writer but a "narrative architect"
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who employed storytelling as an aesthetic and ideological tool. His techniques—
such as pervasive analepsis (flashbacks) reflecting exile and nostalgia, the
polyphonic multiplicity of voices in "Five Voices" mirroring Iraqi societal
diversity, and the transformation of setting (e.g., the Zurkhaneh, the palm tree) into
an active, symbolic narrative agent—collectively form a complex, cohesive
structure that transcends conventional storytelling to create profound human and
social meaning. The study concludes that understanding Farman’s literature
necessitates understanding its narrative construction, where formal elements
interact to shape reader perception and embody the struggles of the oppressed and
questions of identity. It ultimately offers an applicable model for analyzing modern
Arabic fiction, contributing to the methodological advancement of Arabic literary
criticism.

Keywords: Gha’ib Tu‘mah Farman, Gérard Genette, Narrative Structure, lIraqi
Novel, Polyphony.
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