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Research Abstract:

This research explores the methodology of Sheikh Muhammad Taqi Misbah
Yazdi in thematic interpretation of the Qur’an, using the concept of ma‘ad
(resurrection) as a practical model. Misbah Yazdi views thematic interpretation
as the process of gathering all Qur’anic verses related to a specific topic and
analyzing them holistically, while linking them to human reality as well as
philosophical and mystical dimensions. He highlights that ma‘ad is one of the
fundamental pillars of Islamic belief, occupying nearly a third of the Qur’anic
content. The verses addressing it are categorized into groups: those affirming its
occurrence, refuting the objections of deniers, and presenting real examples of
resurrection. In proving ma‘ad, he relies on two main approaches: rational
argument, which states that God’s wisdom necessitates a life beyond this
worldly existence; and divine revelation, which affirms through the Qur’an that
God will recreate as He created in the beginning. The Sheikh rejects views that
regard resurrection as a completely new creation, arguing instead that true ma‘ad
is the return of the same soul to its original body—mnot the creation of a mere
replica. He links denial of resurrection to moral irresponsibility, asserting that
the prophets emphasized belief in the afterlife even more than monotheism due
to its ethical implications. To demonstrate the possibility of resurrection, he cites
Qur’anic examples such as the story of the People of the Cave and the slain man
from the Children of Israel. Ultimately, Misbah Yazdi sees ma‘ad as both a
rational and scriptural necessity ,

and a foundational element in the moral and spiritual structure of human life.
Keywords: Resurrection - Thematic Interpretation - Molecular
Interpretation - Sheikh Mesbah Yazdi
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