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Festive Costumes and Folk Heritage: A Narrative Analysis of Local Symbols
and Materials. College of Fine Arts - University of Baghdad.
Rawsan Qasem Najm Obaid
General Directorate of Education in Babylon - VVocational Education
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Rosan.Qasem1210a@coeduw.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Abstract
Festive costumes are an integral part of a people's cultural heritage, carrying
within them profound symbols and meanings that reflect the cultural and social
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identity of the community. This research aims to study and analyze the local
symbols and materials used in Iraqi festive costumes from a narrative perspective,
focusing on the cultural and social significance of these elements.
The research employed a descriptive-analytical approach. Data was collected
through a questionnaire distributed to a sample of 150 specialists in the field of
heritage and folk costumes, in addition to a series of personal interviews with
artisans and experts in the field of traditional weaving.
The results showed that Iragi ceremonial costumes contain a complex symbolic
system reflecting social beliefs and values. The use of local materials such as
Iragi silk, cotton, and wool also carries significant economic and cultural
implications. The study further revealed a decline in the use of these traditional
symbols and materials due to contemporary cultural influences.
The research recommends documenting and preserving this heritage through
specialized educational programs, establishing training workshops for young
artisans, and developing strategies to revive the use of local materials in
contemporary fashion while preserving its authentic heritage character.
Keywords: Ceremonial costumes, folklore, cultural symbols, local materials,
narrative analysis, Iragi heritage.
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