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Abstract:
Child marriage is a complex social phenomenon that sparks widespread debate in
contemporary jurisprudential, legal, and social circles, due to its direct connection to
children's and women's rights and family stability. Child marriage refers to the marriage
contract involving a female who has not yet reached the legal or biological age of
maturity that qualifies her to bear the responsibilities of marital life. This phenomenon
has spread in many societies, particularly developing ones, due to intertwined
economic, social, and cultural factors such as poverty, ignorance, and outdated customs
and traditions. Scholars and stakeholders are divided regarding this phenomenon: one
trend considers it permissible based on jurisprudential texts and Prophetic traditions,
while another trend rejects and forbids it due to its violation of the girl child's rights and
its causation of severe health, psychological, and social harms. Legal legislation in
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various countries has also varied between criminalizing and combating it, or allowing it
with restrictions. This research examines the concept of the phenomenon and its causes,
analyzes the jurisprudential evidence of both supporting and opposing trends, discusses
the resulting effects, and provides recommendations to limit it.
Keywords: (Child Marriage, Childhood, Maturity, Effects, Legislation)
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