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Abstract

The study came to shed light on the impact of water on the emergence of
historical cities in Iraq during the Abbasid era, with Baghdad and Samarra as a
model. My choice of this topic came due to the importance of water in the
emergence of historical cities and capitals, especially since the Abbasid era
witnessed the emergence of the cities of Baghdad and Samarra, which are among
the most important historical capitals in Iraq. The researcher traced the historical
framework of the location of Iraq, the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the climate of
Iraq, the availability of ground and surface water, and their role in the emergence
of Iraqi civilization and the establishment of cities and capitals. He focused on
the Abbasid era and the role of the caliphs and princes in establishing irrigation
projects for the continuity of life in these cities and their use in irrigation and
agriculture, as well as Providing drinking water to the population. The Abbasid
caliphs made strenuous efforts to ensure the continuity of water as it is the secret
of life. They built dams and canals, dug rivers, and followed engineering
methods in order to deliver water to distant areas by using the system of kaharez
and ravines to transport water, which in itself is considered a technical revolution
that represents the pinnacle of the engineering system in delivering water to City
centers: The urban development of the cities of Baghdad and Samarra resulted
from the tight water system and ways to benefit from the expertise of engineers
and their contributions to developing irrigation methods and benefiting from the
presence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in harnessing their resources in the
development of the urban, social and economic life of Iraq.
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