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Abstract
The present study aims to investigate reciprocal gratitude among
children in private kindergartens in Dhi Qar Governorate. The research
sample consisted of (200) boys and girls enrolled in private
kindergartens: selected through a simple random sampling method. The
researchers also included the mothers and teachers of these children:
with a total of 200 mothers and 200 teachers participating. Since
children’s behavior can be assessed through others—such as peers:
friends. or caregivers—the researchers designed two reciprocal gratitude
scales: one completed by the mother and the other by the teacher. The
two scales comprised two domains (simple pleasures and appreciation
of others). The mother’s scale included (46) items. while the teacher’s
scale included (44) items.
To achieve the research objectivesc both scales were administered to
the children through the responses of their mothers and teachers. The
researchers established the validity and reliability of the scales on the
study sample« and the data were analyzed using the Statistical Package
for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The findings revealed that children in
private kindergartens demonstrated reciprocal gratitude.
Based on these findingsc the researchers presented several

recommendations: including:
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1 .Conducting future studies that address additional variables related to
reciprocal gratitude among kindergarten childrenc such as social
intelligence: life satisfaction. and cooperative skills¢ to better understand
the child’s integrated psychological structure.

2 .Encouraging kindergarten administrations to incorporate gratitude
skills into the educational curriculum as part of emotional and social
learning« using activities such as storytelling. role—playingc and verbal
and written expressions of thanks and appreciation.

Furthermore« the researchers proposed:

1 .Conducting future studies that examine reciprocal gratitude among
kindergarten children from the child’s own perspectivec using research
methods appropriate to their developmental stagec such as drawings
and simplified interviews.

2 .Replicating the current study in other governorates to identify
possible differences in reciprocal gratitude levels across diverse
geographical and cultural contexts.

Keywords: Reciprocal gratitude: kindergarten child. private
kindergartens.
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