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Summary:

This research aims to uncover the underlying systems of the self and the
internal fissures they conceal. The character of the Abbasid poet Muhammad ibn
Salih al-Alawi represents a cultural model for this. This model is based on the
betrayal he faced amidst the Abbasid conflicts and their unjust authority, and the
resulting existential fragmentation among many poets. In our analysis, we
adopted a cultural interpretive approach to uncover the systems of poetic
language and its transformations, and to trace the structure of the poetic voice in
its confrontation with class and moral betrayal. This labor of research in al-
Alawi's poetry yielded a crisis-ridden systemic entity, suffering from the burden
of time and facing the oppression of fate. Our induction also revealed systemic
implications that made al-Alawi's poetry a symbolic document bearing witness to
the tragedy of a marginalized universal self seeking to protest its oppression, in an
attempt to interpret heroism and dignity through images of defeat and absence,
rather than through apparent victory.

Keywords: Self, protest, cultural reading.
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