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Direct speech acts and their impact on the Prophet’s (PBUH) will known as
the long will of Abu Dharr al-Ghafari (may Allah be pleased with him)
M.M. Hadeel Nouri Rahim Sarbut
College of Islamic Sciences / University of Baghdad
Wasit Education / Al-Azizia

Abstract:

The term "speech act" has gained significant prominence in modern linguistic
studies. This research aims to examine speech acts and their rhetorical
constructions within this prophetic will, considering it a directive and instructive
text built upon an evaluative foundation through a well-structured linguistic
discourse that combines contextual strength with eloquent expression. The study
integrates two dimensions: the pragmatic aspect represented by the theory of
speech acts by Austin and Searle, and the stylistic rhetorical aspect through the
analysis of both imperative and non-imperative rhetorical forms. This dual
approach seeks to uncover the precision of formulation and the effectiveness of
guidance embedded in the text.

The research explores the most prominent rhetorical forms that constitute the core
of the will, including interrogation, command, prohibition, encouragement, and
warning, alongside declarative styles and their persuasive function. The analysis
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reveals that the prophetic discourse employed direct guidance through impactful
performative acts. Interrogative style was used to provoke awareness, command
for instruction, prohibition for reproach and deterrence, while declarative
statements served to affirm values and embed meaning in the recipient’s mind.

The findings demonstrate that the interplay between performative forces and
rhetorical structures contributed significantly to achieving the intended
communicative purpose. Due to the importance of this topic, we directed our
efforts toward selecting a noble text rich in speech acts, embodying a dual vision
of declarative and rhetorical expression, and packed with performative power that
ensures high acceptability and direct emotional impact. This prophetic will
encapsulates the essence of wisdom in guidance, preaching, prudence, and
contemplation. To embody these ethical standards, we adopted an analytical study
titled: *"Speech Acts and Their Rhetorical Styles in the Prophet’s (peace be upon
him) Will to Jundub ibn Junadah (may Allah be pleased with him): An Analytical
Study."*

**Keywords:** Speech Acts, Rhetorical Style, Will, Jundub ibn Junadah,
Pragmatics.
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