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The Grammatical Study of Imam al-Wagqsht al-Andalusi (d. 489 AH )in his
work: Commentary on al-Muwatta’ — Explaining its Language, Syntactic
Subtleties, and Meanings
A. L. Marwa Maher Mohammed Abdul-Majid
College of Law — Al-Mustansiriya University

Abstract

Scholars have devoted considerable attention to the language of the Prophetic
Hadith, as it constitutes the second source of Islamic legislation and a primary
linguistic reference after the Qur’an. Among them is Imam al-Wagshi al-
Andalust (d. 489 AH), who studied the linguistic aspects of al-Muwazta’ by
Imam Malik ibn Anas (d. 179 AH). This foundational Hadith collection,
compiled during or shortly after the era of linguistic authority, was regarded as
the most authentic source before the emergence of al-Bukhari’s and Muslim’s
Sahih. Al-Wagsht’s efforts focused on clarifying vocabulary, rare expressions,
grammatical structures, and semantic nuances in the Hadith, while only briefly
addressing legal rulings. He critically engaged with the views of leading
linguists, grammarians, and occasionally jurists—identifying weaknesses,
correcting errors, and adopting or refining positions, sometimes explicitly and
sometimes implicitly. This study reviews al-Wagqsht’s linguistic contributions, at
times supporting his views and at other times challenging them with textual and
rational evidence.

Keywords: al-Waqsht; Arabic Grammar; Hadith Linguistics; Syntactic Studies
in al-Muwatta’
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