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Finally I wish I succeeded to introduce this
paper and I pray that all our deeds be ac-
cepted by Allah. All praise be to Allah.
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The Social Orientation in Al-Zahir in the
Meanings of People’s Words by Abu Bakr
uhammad bin Al-Qasim Al-Anbari (DIED
IN 328 A.H).

By Dr. Shifaa Saed Jassim Department of
Arabic Language University College of Al
Imam Al A’zam Iraq - Baghdad
ABSTRACT

“Al Zahir fi Ma’ani Kalimat Al Nas” (The
Bright in the Meaning of the People’s Vo-
cabulary) is one of the most important and
oldest linguistic resources. Al Anbari, one
of the eminent scholars of Kufa, was in-
terested in collecting people’s daily as well
as religious life. This gave him the incen-
tive to write his book. We often hear words
and proverbs that we wish if we knew their
meaning. However we forget it just after a
while. Hence I decided to do this research
and started to search such vocabulary.

The paper is divided into two chapters and
a conclusion.

Chapter one: the concept of Sociolinguis-
tics in the linguistic literature.

Chapter two: the social functions of lan-

guage in Al Zahir.
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Conclusion and Results:

After doing any research a researcher should
show the results they reached through their
reading of the references and resources.
Depending on Allah, let me say:

1. “Al Zahir fi Ma’aniKalimat Al Nas” (The
Bright in the Meaning of the People’s Vo-
cabulary) is one of the most important and
oldest linguistic resources.

2. Language is a social behavior and is rela-
tive to the existence of the social behavior.
Studying language as a social phenomenon
and as a component of culture has gained
the interest and independence as a disci-
pline belonging to applied linguistics that
deals with the relation between language
and society as the latter organizes all the
aspects of the language structure and use
which in turn depend on the social and cul-
tural functions of language.

3. He argued with the Holy Quran is a
source of linguistic rules which is not void
of social direction which in turn is achieved
through the notion of the addresser-ad-
dressee communication.

4. He also argued with the Hadith which
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also carries meaningful social incentives.
However, there used to be a historical disa-
greement on using the hadith as a linguistic
rule evidence. Still the Prophetic Hadith is
an important method for communication
between the Prophet (Allah’s blessing and
peace be upon him) and his people.

5. He argued with the speech of the Arabs
as an important source of linguistic materi-
al to be studied, analyzed and to take rules
from it. Thus the poetic language has been
adopted as high language since each poet
has a distinct style to express his experience
that he received from his own environ-
ment. A poet purely represents his society
and one can surely see the effect of the po-

et’s social life in his works.
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