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Abstract:

Tanning animal skins is an ancient art that developed in Mesopotamia
since 3500 BC and over thousands of years. The Sumerians practiced this art
and produced leather goods to meet their daily needs. Our information
sources about tanning and leather products come from cuneiform texts
written on thousands of clay tablets found in administrative and economic
archives discovered in various cities in southern Mesopotamia, which were
excavated during the last century. By reading and analyzing these cuneiform
texts, archaeologists and scholars in the field of cuneiform have learned
many details about tanning and how it was practiced, as well as the wide
range of tools and implements made by the Sumerians at that time.
Furthermore, studies have shown that these products were used as trade
goods in commercial transactions within the Sumerian cities and between
them, on one hand, and with surrounding and distant regions, on the other
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hand. This entire activity gave a strong boost to the SumerianBy employing
a large number of artisans and craftsmen, and at the same time, by
exchanging these products for raw materials and other highly demanded
goods that are not available in the lands of Mesopotamia but can be obtained
from foreign lands.
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1. (IM.239583)
Mes. 3.82X3X1.76 cm.
Date: 3 AS

Obv.
1. [X] kus ab; gir
10 kus$ mas; Su-e-gid,
kus gunz muz-ams
70 kus udu duio-gan
5. kus a-gar- guz-ams

kiSibs puzura-iz-liz

Rev.
ki nu-ur,-*EN-ZU ta
ba-zi
iti ezem-%nin-a-zu
10. mu %gu-za “en-lilx-la2 ba-dim;
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Language, Los Angeled, 2006, p92.
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Black, J., and others, A Concise Dictionary of Akkadian, CDA, Wiesbaden:
2000, p409.
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2. (IM.239425)
Mes. 3.07 X2.88 X1.79 cm.
Date: 4 AS

Obv.

1. 57 ku$ mas;-gal a-gar-gus-a
78 ku$ udu a-<gar> -gu;-a
kus sipa-e-ne

Rev.
ez-kiSibs-ba ta

5. i-bi-“EN-ZU
Su ba-ti
iti ezem-mah

mu en-mah-gal-an-na en “nanna na-hun
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3. (IM.235784)
Mes. 3 X2.87 X1.5cm.
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1. 3 kus 2™¢kunga;
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5. kus siki muz-ams
Rev.
kiSibs nam-ha-ni
ki nu-ur,-*EN-ZU ta
ba-zi
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10. mu $a-as-ru® ba-hul
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3. (IM.235784)
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