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According to the Imami school of
thought, “the consensus of the jurists is
divided into two parts: One is their
agreement on subsidiary issues in which
consideration and ijtihad have a role in
proving them, in other words: that which
its evidence is not limited to hearing, and
with such an agreement the statement of
the Imam (peace be upon him) is not
revealed. The second is that its path is
limited to hearing, such as the issue of
‘awl, for example, on the condition that it
reaches back to the time of the infallible
one (peace be upon him) and was known
in all classes. If we find the issue of ‘awl
in the books of scholars of the time of
Sheikh Abu Ja’far al-Tusi, may God
have mercy on him, and also those before
him, such as Sheikh al-Mufid, may God
have mercy on him, and also those before
him, such as al-Kulayni, may God have
mercy on him, who was in the time of the
Minor Occultation, and before him, such

as Ali ibn Ibrahim, may God have mercy
on him, and his likes, for example, we
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reveal that this was definitely issued by the Imam
(peace be upon him). One of the important issues in
the methods of interpretation is the issue of the
literal meanings of the Qur’an, regarding which
Muslims were divided, some adhering to the literal
meanings of the Qur’an, while others turned away
from it and adhered to the esoteric meanings and
considered it an interpretation based on opinion.”
The prohibited, and they obligated adherence to
what was reported in this regard from the infallible
Imams or the Companions. We may find among
each of the major Muslim sects those who adhere to
the esoteric meaning: either absolutely or by
reconciling it with the esoteric meaning and
considering each as intended. However, we may not
find among the Imamis anyone who adheres
completely to the esoteric meaning to the point of
literal rigidity, as is the case with the Zahiris among
the Sunnis, who even denied metaphor in the Quran
on the grounds that it contradicts the esoteric
meaning. In contrast, some have found in the
hadith, "The Quran has an outer and an inner
meaning," a vast world in which their imaginations
and tastes roam; such that the connotations of the
Arabic words in which the Quran was revealed
disappear, and the Quran loses any connection to
practical life and its laws, thus losing its basic title
as a book of guidance, a source of legislation, and a
way of life. This is the predominant characteristic of
Sufi commentaries and what has been preserved
from the commentaries of some extremist esoteric
groups. However, the relied upon by the Imamis,
and upon which most of their scholars of
investigation and reflection are based, is their
reliance on the literal meanings of the Quran. They
based their doctrine on evidence from the Holy
Book, and from what was authenticated from the
Ahl al-Bayt, peace be upon them, and also on
rational proof
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