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 Aims and Objectives: 

(1) Every one has to pay attention and respect to all cultures. 

(2) To show the importance of culture in relation to the individual

 and his belongingness to that culture. 

(3) It is necessary to defend and maintain of old culture even if  

one does not follow its principles customs and conventions. 

 Hypothesis 

Any old or new culture can be easily affected by another with 

keepingof some conventions and customs of one's former  

culture. 
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Abstract 

      For every man on this earth, culture represents the bread and butter 

of his life, his\her custom, language, religion and the way of living. 

Without being related to a culture is something almost difficult or 

impossible. The representatives of each culture have their reasons and 

justifications to like and defend of it as they believe in, but the problem 

is that some representatives of a culture thinks that theirs is the best and 

the fit one and others are wrong to follow another one. In this paper, 

"The conflict between the old Hinu culture and the Alien western culture 

in V.S. Naipauls' 'A house for Mr. Biswas' " we have two cultures in the 

same country and in the same house; the first one is the old Hindu 

culture which represents the old and restricted thoughts, customs, habits 

and system opposites to the Alien western culture which represents the 

new and open thoughts, style, fashion and new generation. The conflict 

between the two cultures raised when the representatives of the two 

cultures lived together in the same house and each one wishes to enforce 

his openion and thought to others. We tried to clarify the most important 

features of the two cultures and the way by which the representatives 

proved that they were loyal to their culture.  
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 مستخلص

ــواء       ــاء والهــ ــــد بهــــا المــ ـــة التــــي یعتق ــطح هــــذه تعــــد الثقافـ  لحیــــاة كــــل انــــسان یعــــیش علــــى ســ

بحیــث لایمكــن او ان . الارض، فهــي تمثــل بالنــسبة لهــذلها التقالیــد واللغــة والــدین وطریقــة العــیش

وان اصـــحاب هـــذه الثقافـــة . مـــن المـــستحیل لفئـــة او لـــشخص مـــا ان یعـــیش بـــلا ثقافـــة یـــؤمن بهـــا

ــل  ــــون بهــــا، لكــــن لــــدیهم اســــبابهم ومبــــرراتهم لیحبوهــــا او یــــدافعوا عنهــــا لانهــــم وبكــ بــــساطة یؤمن

ـــضل والانـــــسب لهـــــذا  ــه ویعتقـــــد انهـــــا هـــــي الافــ ــي ان بعـــــضهم یتعـــــصب لثقافتـــ المـــــشكلة تكمـــــن فـــ

الــصراع بـــین "  فــي هـــذا البحــث الموســـوم خــرین علـــى خطــأ فـــي اتبــاعهم لغیرهـــاالمجتمــع وان الا

ة فـــي روایـــة ف س نیبـــول  ة الاجنبیـــ ـــس‘الحـــضارة الهندوســـیة القدیمـــة والحـــضارة الغربیـــ ید ُبیـــت لل

ة الهندوســـیة " ’ بـــسواز لـــدینا ثقـــافتین  فـــي نفـــس البلـــد بـــل وفـــي نفـــس المنـــزل، الاولـــى هـــي الثقافـــ

دیم والــصارم تقابلهــا الثقافــة الغربیــة  القدیمــة والتــي تمثــل الافكــار والتقالیــد والاعــراف والنظــام القــ

وقـــد شـــب . الاجنبیـــة والتـــي بـــدورها تمثـــل الافكـــار والاســـلوب والموظـــة والجیـــل الجدیـــد والمنفـــتح

ا الثقــافتین فـي بیــت واحـد وكــل واحـد مــنهم یریـد ان یــدیر  ینهـا عنــدما عـاش الممثلــین لكلتـ النـزاع ب

ا ویجبــر الاخــرین علــى احتــرام ارائــه فــي . البیــت علــى نهــج الثقافــة التــي یعتقــد بهــا ویــسیر علیهــ

افتین والطریقــة التــي مــن  ذا البحــث، حاولنــا ان نوضــح الــسمات الاكثــر اهمیــة لكــلا الثقــ خلالهــا هــ

  .اثبت الشخصیات التي تمثل كلتا الثقافتین انهم موالین لثقافتهم

Introduction 

Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul was born in Chaguans, a small town 

on the Caribbean island of Trinidad, in August 1932. He was the grands 

on ofHindu immigrants form East India. During Naipual’s six years,  
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his familylived in this maternal grand parent’s imposing home, which 

 was known asLion House and which formed the medal for the Tulsi  

home in a house for Mr. Biswas. 

V.S. Naipaul, the writer of the novel a house for Mr. Biswas was         

agood student, so he won a scholarship to Trinidad’s finest high 

 school andlater government scholarship to study aboard. He passed 

 graduation fromOxford University. He has won Nobel Prize for 

 literature, in 1961 A Housefor Mr. Biswas became Naipual’s fourth 

 published work and brought himinternational attention (James, 1976: 

56). 

The novel takes place over a period of almost fifty years. The life time 

of Mohan Biswas during the first half of the twentieth century, the 

 setting isthe Caribbean island of Trinidad, which is part of the Republic 

of Trinidadand Tobago. 

The story of the novel is about Mr. Mohan Biswas in a poor Brahmin 

family. From the first moment of his birth, the pundit foretells that he  

will bea spendthrift, a liar and a lecher, but he becomes an unlucky  

person, hisfather died his family is break up and he went with his 

 mother to his auntTara. Then his aunt Tara takes him to a Hindu 
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 priest, pundit Jairam tobecome a pundit. 

Mr. Biswas leaves the training and goes to work in the rum-shop 

which is belong to Bhandat the brother of Tara’s husband. But soon    

Mr.Biswas leaves him because he found him a cheater and also he 

 accusesBiswas of stealing money. 

Mr. Biswas again gets a job in painting. He paints sings for Tulsi 

store, on the ground floor of Hanuman House. He starts meeting  

Shama andfeels attracted to her, Shama is the daughter of Mrs. Tulsi. 

 Then Biswas getsmarry of Shama and become one of the sons-in-

law of Mrs. Tulsi and amember of Hanuman house in the capacity of  

being the husband of Shama. 

In a short time, Shama and Biswas start quarrelling, blaming each 

other’s families, Biswas blames even the relatives of Tulsi. Seth the 

 brotherof Mrs. Tulsi’s husband, Govind who is one of Mrs. Tulsi’s sons-

in-law andothers tried to persuade Biswas to stay there.    

Directly Biswas moved to thevillage to work or run the Tulsi food-

shop there(Lall, 2009:36). 

From that time on, Mr. Biswas starts thinking of his independence,      

 hedoes not want to be an dependent on any one even if they are the 
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 family ofhis wife. In fact Mr. Biswas was not, in his desire to get his 

 independenceand get a new house representing himself only but  

everyone in any societysearching for identity and independence. 

So, in this study we'll focus on the struggle of Mr. Biswas to get this 

independence and a new house and also the conflict between the two  

cultureat that time, the old Hindu culture and alien western culture 

(ibid:76). 

 What is CultureA culture is way of life of a group of people; the  

behaviors, beliefs,values and symbols that they accept, generally  

without thinking about them,and that are passed a long by  

communication and imitation from one 

generation to the next (Wikipedia). 

The culture of any people include everything about, their life, their 

customs, their religion, their conventions and their language which is 

 theirway to transfer their culture to other cultures in this world. So  

everyone hasto recognize and respect the culture of the other, because  

as we said itrepresents his; language, customs, religion and conventions,

 even if thatculture seems to you that it is something funny, but we   
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have to respect it anddo not dispraiseit at least in front of the concerned  

(Triandis, 1994: 105). 

2- Traditional Hindu Culture 

     The Hindu culture is a one of the most ancient cultures in the world 

especially the old Hindu culture, so dealing with such subject needs  

a greateffort to gather all the needed information which will clarify 

 the mainarticulation to this culture (Triadis, 1994:63). 

With about 750 million believers, Hinduism is one of the world's 

major religions. Hinduism developed in India around 500 B. C and is the 

religion of the majority of Indians, Hindus also live in many other  

countries,including Nepal, Malaysia, Guyana, Suriname and Sri Lanka. 

More than 1.2million Hindus live in the United States (Walker, 

 1968:84). 

Hinduism differs from other religions in being polytheistic, the other 

religion activities are done in a public group activities whereas the  

Hinduspractice many private rituals, either at home for important  

events likemarriage, birth and deaths or at temples which are a places  

for worship. 

    The Hindu society has traditionally been divided into groups called 
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castes, based on heredity, which determine a person’s occupation and 

 status. 

However the influence of caste has been weakening and discrimination 

based on caste, is now frowned upon in democratic India (Smith, 

 1923:78). 

2-1- Hanuman House 

    Hanuman house is the house of the Tulsi family. After the death of 

Mr. Tulsi, Mrs. Tulsi becomes the head of the family with the assistance 

of Seth brother of Mrs. Tulsi’s husband. All the sons-in- law live in the   

house. 

    They have to obey the orders of Mrs. Tulsi. After his marriage from 

 Shama,Biswas becomes one of the sons-in-law of Mrs.  

Tulsi’s. But because Biswasdoes not like to obey the orders especially 

 from his mother-in-law and hisself-respect, Biswas was unable  

to live with Tulsi’s family(Tridis, 1994:91). 

Hanuman house in a house for Mr. Biswas is as the “Lion House ” 

where the family of Naipaul lived and it is also the house of Naipual’s 

maternal grandparent’s. Hanuman House represents the old Hindu  

culture inthis house everything is controlled by a number of rules and 
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 nobody canbreak these rules for traditional and religious considerations. 

 Each one of the sons-in- law has to do specific work and he will    

get his food and dwelling. 

Even the daughters whom they are the wives of the son-in- 

law have to work for the same purpose. 

In the view of the fact that Mr. Biswas is one of the sons-in-law of 

Mrs. Tulsi and becomes one of the members of Hanuman house, he has  

 todo whatever Mrs. Tulsi and her brother-in- law, Seth, want to but Mr. 

 Biswas 

does not like this and starts quarrelling with his wife, Shama. He starts 

blaming her family and even the relatives of her family. Shama returns   

to hisspeech with the same words or even than them(ibid:101). 

Life in Hanuman House was consisting in red-tape or routine, doing 

the same work daily and nobody says “thank you” for you and not only 

 thisbut they may scold you and treat you like a slave. Do your work to  

get yourfood and dwelling in return, like the military life, you have to sa

y “yes, sir” no more, even if you do not like to do that work, do it   

without anydiscussion or objection. 

Mr. Biswas as he represents the opposite side to Hanuman House or 
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the traditional Hindu culture upraised to reject that culture and tries to  

scatteror send his message to the societies search for identity and his 

 love forindependence during his thought about rejecting the enslavemen

t of theother and his desire to get a new house, Mr. Biswas represent all 

 the pooryoung men who has recently married and have the ability to  

live in anindependence house, either because they follow the desires of  

their  wives ormother-in-law (Walker, 1968:76). 

2-2- Mrs. Tulsi 

    Mrs. Tulsi is the wife of Mr. Tulsi who was a very rich man in            

avillage named Arwacas, he dies in a motor car accident. So Mrs.      

Tulsibecomes the head of the family after his death. It is a big family,  

so she hasto do her best to run the house as it should be. 

Mrs. Tulsi is a strict and sly woman. She runs the house with worldly 

wisdom, she gives the orders and all have to obey. She sets out to make 

 thesons-in-law work like slaves and receiving the orders from her 

and to dowhatever she wants to be done. She also makes her daughters 

 whom they arethe wives of her sons-in- law work like their husbands  

to get food anddwelling in return(ibid:89). 

Mrs. Tulsi represents the old Hindu culture which is the culture of     
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theold Indians, the old men and women who believe in superstitions 

 andalsothinks that everyone in their society has to be ideal in his beha

vior and has tofollow the instructions of the religion and the communit

y. They reject thenew ideas of the young men and women in food and  

clothes and even intheir behavior and talking. So Mrs. Tulsi does not  

like the style or thebehavior of Mr. Biswas in blaming the Hanuman  

house and his searchforidentity. She scolds him and hates him for  

thesethinks and does her best tomove him away from her house so as 

 not to affect on the others who are thesons-in- to stay and spread his 

 ideas to the others, because these ideas may affect on the 

 others and make them rebelagainsther and against the old Hindu culture. 

The confrontation between Mrs. Tulsi and Mr. Biswas represents the 

conflict between the old Hindu culture and the new one. When Biswas 

started his struggle to get his independence and his search for identity, 

Mrs. 

Tulsi feels that Biswas may destroy everything, he may split the whole 

family he may break the Hanuman House into pieces, so this means  

that hewill demolish the old Hindu Culture. 

The confrontation between the two cultures continued and Biswas 
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stills searching for his identity and for independence, he always tries  

to get anew House, he sometimes borrows some money to get a new hou

se or  build one as he does not like the life of the dependent  and wishes  

 to have his  ownhouse, goes, comes, sleeps, wakes up,  shouts and  eats  

as he likes. For  Mr Biswas a new house or your own house means  that 

 you can do whatever youwant to be done, talk, walk and even wear, it  

means the freedom  spacewhere you can express your feelings and  

emotions and reactions. But forMrs. Tulsi you have always to be subordi

nate and obey orders and youdonot have to express yourself, only obey n

o one has to reject her orders (Karma, 1990:77). 

2-3- Seth 

Seth is the brother of Mr. Tulsi, brother-in-law of Mrs. Tulsi. He 

becomes the right hand of Mrs. Tulsi after the death of Mr. Tulsi. He  

 assistsMrs. Tulsi and supports her in managing Hanuman House. He is 

 responsibleof not only about helping her in managing the house but 

 also about the Tulsianimals, the Tulsi lands, The Tulsi estates and shops 

(Lall, 2009:85). 

Seth is the second one in Hanuman House and this means that he also 

represents, the old Hindu Culture. He advocates and supports Mrs. 



 
 
The conflict between the Old Hindu Culture and       ی همجߧ ǫداب الفرا سين. م.م            دي ٓ  ححكمت ˭لف 
 the Alien Western Culture in V.S.Naipaul ̛ s                                                ذار ) ٢١(العددǫٓ٢٠ ١٥  
  A House for MR. Biswa        
ــــــــ ـــــــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــ ـــــ ــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــ ــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــ ــ ـــ ــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــ  ـــــــ

 

 

 

13 

 Tulsi inher ideas and help her in practicing them. 

Seth is shrewd like Mrs. Tulsi and he shows his shrewdness at the 

very outset when he lures Mrs. Biswas into agreeing to marry Shama.  

So hehas an important role in the marriage of Biswas and Shama, and 

 he is theresponsible for bringing Biswas to Hanuman House(ibid:104). 

3- The alien western culture represented by Mr. Biswas. 

The Tulsis represents the mother country, Great Britain, which strictly 

controlled the colony’s daily life and development. Mr. Biswas 

 representsthe colonized people so Mr. Biswas is dependent in this  

case, he calls  Mrs. 

Tulsi “the old queen” who may mean “Queen Victoria”. Then Mr.  

Biswasstarts his struggle for independent and freedom but slowly  

(Adams, 1989:56). 

Early in his life, Mr. Biswas develops unorthodox ideas. In spite of his 

training under the supervision of pundit Jairam, he does not influence  

of theorthodoxy, Mr. Biswas had also spent several years under a  

Christianteacher, Lal who also had a Christian friend boy called Alec,  

this hasdeveloped his new ideas about society and independence, then, 

 when hecomes into contact with Misir and meets a missionary   

 



 
 
The conflict between the Old Hindu Culture and       ی همجߧ ǫداب الفرا سين. م.م            دي ٓ  ححكمت ˭لف 
 the Alien Western Culture in V.S.Naipaul ̛ s                                                ذار ) ٢١(العددǫٓ٢٠ ١٥  
  A House for MR. Biswa        
ــــــــ ـــــــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــ ـــــ ــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــ ــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــ ــ ـــ ــــــــ ــــــــــــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــ ـــــــــــــ  ـــــــ

 

 

 

14 

preaching the ideas of Arya Samaj, he adopts these ideas (ibid:79). 

Mr. Biswas has grown in a more liberal environment. So he starts his 

rebellion against the Tulsi after he gets married of their daughter Shama.

 Hediscovers that they represent an old culture which calls the power an

dauthority upon the others. He starts searching for his independence and  

hisidentity even in Hanuman House. He blames the family of Shama and

called it with names. 

Mr. Biswas calls for freedom. He wants to be independent by having 

his own house, he thinks that having a new house means that you are 

 freeand independent. So he tries many times to get his own house. First,

 hedecides to build a new house for himself (Parag, 2008:47).            

 The  builder beginsthe work but the construction remains incomplete 

 because Biswas has notgot enough money, only for one room, But Bisw

as did not submit and live inthat completed room only to feel that 

 he makes something and that he isindependent. But unfortunately, Bisw

as gets amental shock and is taken toHanuman House (Ramchand, 

 1996:87). 

Thereafter Mr. Biswas builds a house of his own at short hills. He 

goes there to live with his family. But the house catches fire and is  
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partiallydestroyed and again he and his family return to live in Tulsi’s 

 House. 

    Later on Mr. Biswas has taken a loan from Ajodha who is the husband 

of Biswas's aunt, Tara. He bought a house for his own himself. But he 

 loseshis job of reporter of the newspaper “the Trinida Sentinel” and  

become verydifficult for him to pay back the loan. He gets two heart-

attacks and has tolive in hospital for some days. At that time Savi return

s and gets a job at abig salary. So Biswas feels relieved, but soon he dies

 at the age of forty-six(Naipaul, 2003:34). 

Hence, A House for Mr. Biswas can be read as an account of 

Naipual’s father’s struggle to make a life for his family, as an 

autobiographical account of how Naipaul came to be an author and an 

outcast from his homeland, or as a personalized account of the experienc

esof thousands of Indian immigrants in Trinidad. 

4 – The effect of the alien western culture on the old Hindu culture 

It is obvious that the alien western culture has made a great affect on 

the old Hindu culture. Being the Tulsi’s are the representatives of the  

OldHindu culture, at the end, most of the Tulsi daughters have gone  

to live withtheir husband's families. Also some of them have their own  
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houses. So thesigns of change have been shown on the life of the Tulsis 

(Clemens, 1982:121). 

    The Tulsis starts sending their children to city schools, and they begin 

speaking in English more than Hindi. They listen to western songs, 

 and eatwestern food. Most of the customs and conventions have  

changed and theTulsis have to accept it. Even Mrs. Tulsi starts to  

accept this change,shedoes not oppose her sons to marry Christian  

girls. Thus during the time,Tulsi changes into a mixture of old and new 

 culture  (ibid:145). 

ConclusionWe can not say that old Hindu culture is the perfect culture 

 or not orthe alien western culture is the needed culture for this world. 

Each culture has its own customs, conventions. The people take pride 

on their culture and consider it as the perfect one and it is the suitable 

 of allthe world, simply because it is their culture, and they believe that 

 there is noculture better than their culture. 

Thus the old Hindu culture has influenced clearly by the alien western 

culture represented not only by Mr. Biswas, but also by some of the 

members of the Tulsis. 

We get to see a perfect blend of the Hindu and the western culture. 
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The Indian immigrants in Trinidad after spending more than 100 years 

 choseto adopt a bit of western culture to cope up with the changing  

scenario of theplace. Especially the Tulsis who welcomed certain names 

of western culturekeeping their innate Indian culture intact. 
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