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Abstract:

International agreements are the fruit of the international community's efforts to find an
appropriate solution to the problem between carriers and shippers, ensuring that shippers
obtain fair compensation for the loss or destruction of their goods. This began with the
Brussels Convention of 1924. However, the solutions it provided were not in the shippers'
favor, and as a result, most countries refused to join it. The Hamburg Convention of 1978 then
attempted to achieve a balance between the interests of both parties. This was evident in the
fact that it raised the maximum limit for compensation and changed the gold-pegged franc
to the Special Drawing Right, pegged to five currencies of major economic powers. The most
recent amendments, the Rotterdam Convention of 2008, addressed the issue of the limits of
maritime carrier liability, increasing the limit and keeping pace with the current global
developments. National legislation has been influenced by international agreements and has
borrowed from them. Therefore, we find that Omani Maritime Law was influenced by the
Brussels Convention, despite its issuance in 1981, while Egyptian Maritime Trade Law
adopted the Hamburg Convention. Regarding the transportation of passengers and their
luggage, international agreements and national legislation have addressed the maximum
liability of the maritime carrier in the event of death or injury to the passenger and in the event
of loss of his luggage, as they increased the specified amount of compensation since the first
agreement was issued and up to the London Convention of 2002. Unfortunately, this issue

has not received the same importance as the transportation of goods. This is perhaps due to
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the decline in the process of transporting passengers by sea after the advent of aircraft, whose

speeds exceeded those of ships, thus shortening the time and distances.
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